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     Farewell and Amen! 
There are many challenges in ministry but the 
most difficult one of all is saying farewell to a 
Church family you have loved and been loved 
by. If I had an endless supply of words, it would 
be inadequate to express the gratitude our family 
has for Centreville United Methodist Church. We 
pray the Holy Spirit will carry the love we have for 
you from our hearts to yours. 

    On Sunday June 18, 2017 I will be preaching my last message. On Sunday 
June 25, 2017 we will attend our last worship service. We will be busy moving 
both the parsonage and my office in the month of June, so my last day in the office 
will be June 15, 2017.   
     As we depart Centreville United Methodist Church I am confident of many 
things: 
     
First, this is an incredible Church and I know God has big plans for your future. 
Your obedience to the leading of the Holy Spirit has brought this Church to a great 
place of faithfulness and fruitfulness. My cup runneth over with joy witnessing the 
impact this ministry has had for the Kingdom of God. May your witness continue to 
be even stronger in the years to come. 
    
Second, the plan is clear. Press on to transform the world by making disciples for 
Jesus Christ. Pastor Chris, the staff, leadership and laity of this Church is 
equipped to pursue and fulfill the plan to revive and transform Centreville and the 
surrounding area. Follow the plan in God’s power and watch and see what won-
derful things God will accomplish! 
     
Finally, more than anything, I am confident of the love you have for our Lord and 
for one another. If there is a legacy from my tenure of service at Centreville United 
Methodist Church, it will be an abiding awareness of God’s love, exemplified in 
Jesus. I had one goal when I came to Centreville UMC, and that was to passion-
ately let you know about the Savior of the world, Jesus!!  
 
Thank you for allowing us to share in your faith journey for the last nine years. You 
will always remain in our hearts and in our prayers. We are grateful for your love 
and support and the ways in which we were accepted. We will carry with us all that 
we have learned from Centreville United Methodist Church.  
      
May God be with you all until we meet again. Amen!!! 
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All Things Prayer! 

 

When We Do Not Pray 
 

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from 
God.  Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows 
God” (1 John 4:7). 
Prayer, at its heart, is communicating with God. What does it 
say to Him when we fail to find time to talk with Him? Do we 
say by our lack of prayer that we are not at all interested in spending time with the 
Lord or hearing anything from Him? When we do not pray, we move away from 
any possibility of intimacy with Christ. 
 
When prayerlessness is prevalent in our lives, we are also guilty of failure to love 
one another. There is scarcely any greater way to demonstrate love than to pray 
for someone. In godly intercession, we lift the needs of another to God and watch 
as He moves to meet needs and provide for the one we are praying for. Through 
prayer, bodies are healed, families are knit together, individuals are saved, and 
churches are revived. When we withhold prayer on behalf of others, we demon-
strate hardened hearts and a failure to love them enough to bring their needs be-
fore a loving Father. 
 
Lord God, my desire is to love You deeply, and to spend time developing my rela-
tionship with You.  Draw me to Your heart so that I might love others the way that 
You love them.  May I never pass up opportunities You give me to bring others be-
fore You in prayer. 
 
 
–Adapted from the article The Sin of Prayerlessness by Dave Butts. 
 
 
Prayer Points 

 
Praise God for his great love and mercy shown to you (Eph 2:4). Give thanks that 
nothing can separate you from the love of Jesus (Rom. 8:35). Confess any lack of 
love which you have shown to God or to another person. Commit yourself to lov-
ing God with your whole being (Deut. 6:5). Ask God to prune your life so that the 
spiritual fruit of love will grow large and appetizing to others. It was Jesus’ love for 
sinners that sent him to the cross. Pray for an opportunity to share that kind of 
sacrificial love with another person (Jn. 15:9). 
 
–Prayer Points taken from Patterns for Prayer by Alvin VanderGriend. 



Page 3 

JUNE 2017 

BRICK ORDERS BEING ACCEPTED…. 
 

It’s the time of year again when we will be collecting orders for Memorial Garden bricks.  You 
can pick up your order form in the church office and submit your completed order along with 
payment for the brick to the Church Office or Pastor Robyn.  We will be collecting orders for 
the next several months and installing bricks in the summer.  All details are on the order 
forms.  Consider this beautiful way to memorialize a loved one in the peacefulness and sereni-
ty of our Memorial Garden. 

Its A Guy’s Thing 
First & Third Wednesday of  Every Month 

from 8:40 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

Commerce Street Creamery 

110 N. Commerce Street, Centreville, MD 21617 
 

Join Compass Regional Hospice for a casual, drop-in support group for men who 

have experienced any type of  loss. Share a cup of  coffee and grow your support 

group with other men who just “get it.” Open to men 18 and older. 

For more information, contact 
Wayne Larrimore, Grief  Counselor 

wlarrimore@compassregionalhospice.org 
(443) - 262 – 4100 
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Needed:  Sunday School Teachers 
 
The Sunday school program is in need of teachers for the upcoming 
2017-2018 year.  We have had some very dedicated teachers and a few 
of them are moving on after this school year ends. If God is leading you 
to help lead the children of CUMC in Christ, please contact Kim 
Parkerson at kimkeith@atlanticbb.net.  

Some changes to the Discovery Series  

Bible studies… 
 

Over the last year and more we have noticed a change in the needs of the church when it 
comes to offering Bible studies through the Discovery Series.  Many small groups are currently 
active in studying the Word of God in their homes. Additionally, our attendance in formal Bible 
studies has consistently declined. In order to give everyone the opportunity for spiritual growth 
yet in a way that will work best for our church, we are going to initiate some changes in the Dis-
covery Series. Instead of publishing a formal Discovery Series Newsletter twice a year with a 
number of Bible studies, we will be offering individual studies randomly throughout the year.  
We will likely offer the same number of studies we have in the past, except this time they won’t 
be overlapping where several are taking place simultaneously.  We will advertise these studies 
as they become available through our regular monthly newsletter, our weekly announcements, 
and our e-blasts. More details will follow soon so stay tuned!  Blessings! 

Calling All CUMC Musicians!  
 
Soloists and small ensembles are invited to share your musical gifts with the congregation 
during the traditional service throughout the summer months. All voices, instruments, and ag-
es are welcome. You can play a piece of your choosing, or if you don't know, we'll help you 
find something you will enjoy. If you would like to perform as part of a group but need help 
finding partners, there will be opportunities to perform in that way. To sign up as a soloist, 
group, or to be partnered with a group, please sign up outside the church office or contact 
Jodi Bortz at 410-849-9862 or jbortz@centreville-umc.com.  



Bears in the Pew 
 
Many thanks to all who have contributed bears and ribbons for the bear ministry.  All contribu-
tions are greatly appreciated.  We will be having a bear work session very soon; so if you have 
any donations for this, please leave them in the bear closet by the office. Blessings from the 
"Mama Bears" 
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Ushers/Greeters Needed 
 
For the 8:40 a.m. Contemporary service.  Being an Usher/Greeter is a fun way to serve the 
Lord while playing an important part in the worship service. If you would like to participate or 
would like more information, please see Debbie Cimba following the early service or contact her 
at 410-490-5147. 

Plans are now beginning for VBS and we need your help!  Listed below are many of the areas 
that need to be covered in order to make this community outreach ministry a great success.  
Materials are now available for review between worship  services.   
 
Planning and Organizing Help Prior to VBS: 
 

Material organization 
 

Church layout and room design 
 

Set Building  (we will be building a space ship, brick wall and electrical outlet using foam  - 
DVD instructions provided – come and join the fun)  
 

Publicity and Registration 
 

VBS Week Volunteers:   
 

Worship and Closing Activities Station:     
 

Station Leader for Imagination Station – 
   

Station Leader for Game Makers – 
 

Station Leader for Snack Factory –  
 

Station Leader for Bible Discovery –     
        
20 Crew Leaders:  Interact with small groups of children (not more than five per leader).   High 
School Students are encouraged to serve as Crew Leaders; Middle School students who want 
to help will serve as assistant leaders to the Crew and Station Leaders.      
 
*Station and Crew leaders need to contact Tammi Clark at the church office for a background 
check.  These must be completed prior to the opening of VBS!   Questions can be directed to 
Janie Nickle Phone: 804-347-5234   Email:  vjnickle@gmail.com 
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Contemporary Worship Update:  
 

The Holy Spirit has been alive and present in our contemporary worship ser-
vices. Our Praise Band has been praying and practicing each week to bring wor-
ship, praise and revival into our church. Recently, Mike Connolly and April Dadds 
announced they have decided to retire from their Praise Band and Sound Tech-
nician positions. 
 
Mike has been a huge supporter of the Praise Band and music almost from the 
very beginning of the contemporary service as a male vocalist and playing key-
board, bass and guitar. His dedication, commitment and enthusiasm have kept 
the forward momentum of the band going for over a decade. He has always 
been there with plans A through Z ready for any occasion. Also, he has been a 
huge supporter of our evangelical ministry and bringing our music to the commu-
nity. His energy and thumping bass will be missed!!  
 
April joined our group as a Sound Technician several years ago. Her love of 
Christ and music have been a wonderful support to the Band. She spent a lot of 
time mastering the sound boards and learning how to control our music at our 
outside events as well. She has a wonderful ear for music and has been a sup-
porter of the band and contemporary music for many years. Their last service 
with the Band and Sound Board will be June 11th. Please take a moment and 
thank them for their time with the music ministry at CUMC.  
 
We are calling on the congregation and members of CUMC to help the Praise 
Band with additional musicians. Everyone needs a Sunday off now and again. 
  
We are looking for people to play all instruments - Bass, Guitar and Drums! Mu-
sicians should be able to practice with us on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-
8:00pm. We would love to build a group of musicians and grow the band to allow 
for some rotation. 
 
If you have interest or questions, please reach out to us Sunday morning or 
through email julsmorrva@gmail.com.  



Bears in the Pew 
 
Many thanks to all who have contributed bears and ribbons for the bear ministry.  All contribu-
tions are greatly appreciated.  We will be having a bear work session very soon; so if you have 
any donations for this, please leave them in the bear closet by the office. Blessings from the 
"Mama Bears" 
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Photography Policy 

If you would prefer your or your child’s image not appear in the church’s print or 
online media, please complete the photography opt-out form. You can find it in 
the narthex News Center and on our website. (About Us>>Policies.) 

Announcing Our New Newsletter Editor! 
 

The June 2017 Newsletter marks the first month of new editorship for The Mes-
senger. Many of you already know me but for those of you who don’t let me 
introduce myself to you. My name is Doug Witt and I live here in Centreville 
with my parents Doug & Lynn Witt as well as my two younger brothers Grant 
(19) and Blake (17). We moved to Centreville in 2008 and I began coming to 
Centreville UMC with my mother in about 2009/2010. I first became involved in 
activities in the church in 2015 when approached by our Youth Director, Rudy 
Draper to come and help him out when he started with youth group Sunday 
nights. I officially joined the church in 2016 and since then I have continued to 
work with Rudy and the Youth Ministries on Sunday and Wednesday nights. I 
volunteer in multiple areas in the church including ushering, talent show, etc. 
Since coming to this church I have made many friends and have been able to 
do lots of amazing things within and for this church. To think back to when I 
first started coming to this church I always wanted to have a church email ad-
dress and now I have one. I look forward to bringing you a great newsletter 
each and every month. 

 
To place an ad in the newsletter you can contact me at dwitt@centreville-umc.org 

Pastor Mark, 
 On behalf of Centreville United Methodist Church we would like to say Thank You for 
your past nine years of ministry to this church and to this community. As you move on to the 

next season with your new church we wish you the very best and will pray that you bring them 
the Word in the way that you have brought it to us. We hope that KIUMC gets to experience the 
love, compassion, and friendship that each and everyone of us has experienced over the last 
nine years.  When we think of really how to sum it all up we really can only put it one way… 

 
“ I'm so glad we had this time together. Just to have a laugh or sing a song. Seems like 

we just got started and before you know it comes the time we have to say so long.”  
- Carol Burnett 

 
 We will miss you and we will always love you Pastor Mark & Family 

Love, Centreville United Methodist Church 

Thank You Pastor Mark! 
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Month in Pictures 
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A Message from Our Interns 
In our time interning at CUMC we had a good time. With the leadership of Tammi Clark and 

Pastor Mark we have learned more than we could ever imagine. Not only has it been fun, but 
the things we learned will stick with us for life. All staff members here at CUMC are wonderful 

people who know a lot about the faith portion of life. CUMC helped us come to know Christ 
more than we ever have. Thank you to all the CUMC staff. 

Joshua Farnell & Jacob Miller 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

There are lots of important things going on at CUMC this sum-
mer. Please make sure to make a note of everything… 
 
June 3 – Farewell dinner to the Farnell family, meet & greet @ 5 p.m., 
dinner served @ 5:30. 
June 9 – Summer office hours begin (church office closed on Fridays) 
June 12-16 – Tammi on vacation 
June 15 – Pastor Mark’s last day in the office 
June 18 – Pastor Mark’s last day preaching (he will be preaching at all 

three services) 
June 25 – The Farnell’s last day worshipping with us (they will be at all three services) 
June 25 – Farewell luncheon immediately following the traditional service 
July 1 – Pastor Chris’ first day 
July 2 – Pastor Chris’ first Sunday in worship, he will be preaching at all three services 
July 30 – Combined morning worship service @ 10:30, Pettit family welcome luncheon immediately 
after 
Aug. 1-6 – Pastor Chris on vacation 
Aug. 21-27 – Will on vacation 
Aug. 26-Sept. 4 – Pastor Robyn on vacation 
Week of Sept. 5 – Summer office hours end 
Sept. 5-8 – Tammi on vacation. 
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A “Farnell” Farewell 
Pot Luck Dinner honoring the Farnell Family in Fellowship Hall at CUMC. 

    Saturday, June 3rd, 2017 
    Dinner: 5:30 pm 

Memories and Appreciation: 6:30 pm 
Bring your favorite dish and fondest memories to share. 

   Last Name A— F  Vegetable  
   Last Name G— P   Fruit  
   Last Name Q-Z  Salad (Fruit, Vegetable, Jello) 

 
MEAT, DESSERT AND BEVERAGES WILL BE PROVIDED 
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In our 
Prayers 

“And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well” James 5:15 

Revival     Bill Plank 

Jean Haymaker    Family of Betty Clark 

 

Meet Our Team 
Rev. Mark Farnell, Pastor                                                              Pastor_Mark@centreville-umc.com 
Robyn Brown, Associate Pastor                                                   Pastor_Robyn@centreville-umc.com 

Tammi Clark, Office Manager                                                                 TClark@centreville-umc.com 
Charlene S. Brown, Membership Secretary                        CSmallwoodbrown@centreville-umc.com 

Doug Witt, Newsletter                                                         DWitt@centreville -umc.com 

Rudy Draper, Youth Director                                                               RDraper@centreville-umc.com 
Jodi Bortz, Music Director                                                                        JBortz@centreville-umc.com 

Will Covington, Director of Technology                                       WCovington@centreville-umc.com 

Dear Church, 
 
I have some wonderful news to share, 
and as my church family I wanted you 
to be the first to know. 
 
I have written a Christian novel, and it 
is going to be published!  It is very 
simply a book about Jesus Christ and 
his walk with us in our lives.  The story 
itself is fiction; I have created all of the 
characters, but at the same time it is a 

very true story because it mirrors our own individual journeys with Christ.  I would love to take 
credit for the authorship of this book, but I really can’t. I give all glory to God for the idea and to 
the Holy Spirit for working through me to put the words on the pages. I was merely the vessel. 
 
The book is going be officially released on September 19

th
.  Within about a month of that date 

we will be having a book release party at the church where copies will be available for pur-
chase and I will be sharing more about the story of how this book came to fruition. I would be 
both blessed and honored if you would be a part of this journey with me! More details will fol-
low as the release approaches. 
 
In the meantime, please do two things for me. First, help spread the word! This isn’t about 
publicizing a book, it is about sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ with as many people as 
possible.  Second, please pray that this book will reach those people who need to know Jesus 
in their lives, whether Christians or anyone else. I can’t wait to share this journey with all of 
you! 
 
With many blessings ~ Pastor Robyn  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

JUNE AT A GLANCE 

 
June 3rd - Farewell Farnell Dinner 5:00 p.m. 
June 5th - Trustees Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
June 9th - Summer Office Hours Begin (Office Closed on Fridays) 
June 13th - United Methodist Women Meeting 1:30 p.m. 
    United Methodist Men Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
June 15th - Pastor Mark’s Last Day in Office 
June 18th - Pastor Mark’s Last Day Preaching 
June 19th - Finance Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
June 21st  - Outreach Meeting 1:00 p.m. 
June 25th - Farewell Farnell Luncheon Following Traditional Service 12:15 p.m 
June 26 - 29th - Vacation Bible School 
June 27th - Administrative Council Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

All dates are subject to change.  Please confirm with the Church Office or Ministry Chair. 

 

Making disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Scan for Online Giving 

Centreville United 
Methodist Church 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Contemporary Family Service 8:40 a.m. 

Traditional Service 11:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 7:00 p.m. 

Nursery Services Available 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
Kid Zone during 8:40 a.m. Service 

Sunday School 9:50 a.m. 

(plus two adult classes) 

CYM (Centreville Youth Ministries) 

Sunday 5:30 
High School Bible Study, 

Every Other Wednesday 7:00 p.m. 
 

Contact Information 
(410) 758-0868 

Fax (410) 758-1248 
www.centreville-umc.com 


