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Give Thanks 
by Pastor Chris Pettit 
 
“Praise the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures 
forever.” Psalm 106:1 
 
This is the month we are accustomed to giving thanks – usually right before 
we attack the old Butterball with our forks and knives. We have much to be 
thankful for here in Centreville. For one, we live on the Eastern Shore – I 
may be mistaken, but I think this is the place mentioned in John 21:4 when 
the resurrected Christ visited his disciples as they fished, “Early in the morn-
ing, Jesus stood on the Shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was 
Jesus because he was wearing camo.” OK…I might not have remembered 
that passage correctly. But it is a blessed place to live!   
Another reason we need to be thankful: our loving church family!  I’ve wit-
nessed this church come together in fellowship, in prayer, in service and in 
worship. I have seen how we care for one another and speak words of en-
couragement. I have felt the desire to reach out and strengthen our commu-
nity and watched many of you roll-up your sleeves and work toward that 
goal. We have a great church family and we need to give thanks! 
But the most important reason we give thanks is stated right in the scripture 
passage above.  “…because his love endures forever.” That phrase is men-
tioned 41 times in the Old Testament. We give thanks because God has 
promised us eternal life and He has promised to be with us in this life. That 
no matter what we have to deal with, He is here. He will not forsake or aban-
don us, “because his love endures forever.” 
 
As we say around our thanksgiving table, ‘Praise the Lord and pass the gra-
vy!’ This is good news. Krista and I also want to give thanks for you and so 
we extend an invitation to you and your family to stop by the parsonage 
(fancy church word for our home) on November 10th between the hours 
of 5pm-7pm for our Chili Open House. We will feature different types of 
chili, just come grab a bowl and spend some time in fellowship. You are wel-
come to come and go as you like. Hope to see you there! 
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The Essence of Grace 
Dale Becraft 
 
Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are  
doing." And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. Luke 23:34 
 

When we are faced with the decision as to whether or not we should  
forgive someone for having done wrong to us, we simply need to look to 
the cross. When we question whether or not God can forgive us, we 
simply need to look to the cross. As he was hanging on the cross, after 
having been scourged, beaten and battered to the point of being unrec-
ognizable, Jesus spoke these words; “Father forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing” But who was the “they” he was speaking of? Of course it was the Roman soldiers who 
were gambling for his clothes. It was Pontius Pilate who washed his hands of an innocent 
man’s blood. It was all the religious leaders who had called for his death and who smugly stood 
by and watched as he hung on the cross. It was for all the people who cried out “crucify him”. 
The very ones that were killing him, in his dying moments, were the “they” that he was begging 
his father to forgive. You see, Luke 19:10 says that, “For the Son of man has come to seek 
and save the lost”. The “they” was everyone that had sinned and fallen short of the glory of 
God. The “they” was you and me. We are the source of Christ’s death as surely as if we had 
driven the spikes in His hands and feet. We were in the crowd that day. Yet Jesus begged for 
our forgiveness, a prayer that was answered by his death on the cross. Nothing can separate 
from the love of God through Jesus Christ. When we accept Jesus as our personal Lord and 
Savior, God’s grace is poured out to us without measure. 
 
But what about our forgiveness to others? Nothing blocks the flow of God’s power in our lives 
like unforgiveness given to those who have sinned against us. It is impossible to be “Christ-like” 
and refuse to forgive others. When we pray we even say, “Forgive my trespasses as I forgive 
others”. This does not relate to salvation but deprives us from living the abundant life that God 
intends for us to live! Forgive us as we forgive others! When facing the decision of whether or 
not to forgive, remember the words of Christ on the cross. When you wonder if God could ever 
forgive you sins, remember the words of Christ on the cross!  
 
 
Thought for the Day: Forgotten grace causes unforgiving living! 
 
Prayer: Father, help us to receive your grace through the finished work of Jesus on the cross. I 
recognize your love for me and accept you as my personal Lord and Savior. Help me to forgive 
anyone who wrongs me as I choose to forgive. Thank you for your love, mercy, and grace. In 
Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
 
Prayer Workshop: Saturday, November 4, 2017 
 
David and Patsy Beecher will be leading a dynamic and interactive workshop on “Effectively 
Praying for Healing”. Everyone is invited. This workshop will take place in the Fellowship Hall 
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Outreach:  
Reaching Out into Our Community to Make a Difference 
By Larisa Thomas 
 

Coming Up:  
Nov 4/11 9 am  Saturday Habitat for Humanity Build Days 
Nov 15/16,      5-8 PM  Feed A Family Turkey Meals Due 
Nov 13  6:30 PM First Appalachia Mission Trip Meeting 
Nov 18  9-1 PM  Volunteer to Deliver Turkey Meals 
Nov 19-22 6-midnight Volunteer to Staff/Feed Shelter 
Dec 9  10 AM-12 Children’s Shop 
 

Habitat for Humanity Building in Centreville  
Habitat for Humanity is working on a house here in Centreville located at 314 Little Kidwell Avenue! How 
exciting for a chance to help a neighbor. There will be work days every Saturday starting at 9 AM. If you 
can’t do a full day, come do a partial. It would be great to see everyone come out once and work. No pri-
or skill is needed, but we love those already handy. To volunteer, please sign up on the Outreach Bulletin 
Board. For questions, call Larisa Thomas at 410-758-2144. 

Reminder: Feed A Family Turkey Tags and Help Deliver Them 
Provide a meal for someone hungry in Queen Anne’s; sign out a turkey tag in the narthex. The people 
who have chosen the Turkey Tags purchase non-perishable dinner items and a frozen turkey. Deliver the 
meals to the Kent Narrows Outlet Nov. 15 & 16 from 5-8 PM along with your tag. Volunteers are need to 
help on delivery day, Nov. 18. Just show up at the Kent Narrows Outlet between 9 AM-1 PM. You can do 
this with a friend or your family. You can personally deliver a happier Thanksgiving  

First Appalachia Mission Trip Meeting Nov. 13th  
Warmer, Drier, Safer. Heard about our Appalachia mission trips and have thought about it? We are or-
ganizing another week long trip to Appalachia in the summer, probably the week of July 1-7.  Both adults 
and youth 14 and over are invited to come. No skill needed, though we love our skilled leaders. The first 
meeting is Nov. 13th at 6:30 PM. We have reduced our meetings to only 4 team meetings, 1 fundraiser 
(hopefully), and a work session, so everyone needs to attend all events. Commitments for youth and 
adults are $100 due December 1st (scholarships are available). For more information call Patty Muller at 
443-786-2228. 
QAC Shelter Help Needed  
It is again time for us to focus our attention toward Haven Ministries Shelter, which is run out of Kent Is-
land UMC. The shelter will be opening earlier and longer this year, so we will need more volunteers. 
CUMC’s dates to help out are Nov. 19-22, Jan. 4-6, Feb. 27-March 3, and April 8-10. We need 2 volun-
teers for the 6PM to midnight shift for each night (one must be female). The main part of this job is fellow-
shipping with the Guests, while making sure they follow the rules. Dinner is provided by a member of our 
church. Please sign up at the Outreach Bulletin Board. We have struggled to find volunteers for this, 
though those that have done it love it (ask the Kohne’s).  Come out and help out for a night to support 
those less fortunate.  
 
In addition, CUMC also needs church members to cook and serve a meal for 10 to 20 people staying at 
the shelter. It does not have to fancy; in fact, plain home cooking is great! Some past dinners included 
chili, soup, spaghetti, hot dogs, pizza, casseroles, whatever you feel like cooking. Feel free to bring a few 
family members or friends to help serve (although we need to limit it to 6-7 at most, so we don’t intimidate 
the guests). All youth volunteers under 18 years of age must stay with an adult at all times and leave the 
shelter by 8 PM. Sign up at the Outreach Bulletin Board or contact Larisa Thomas 410-758-2144 for more 
details. 
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Sunday School 
The Sunday School Program is in need of a Pre-K Teacher. If you are  
interested please contact Kim Parkerson at 410-758-2381. 
 
The Christmas Program will be Saturday, December 16th. Please join us for a 
night of celebrating the birth of our Savior! 
 

Attention: All Methodist Women! 
 
It may seem early, but please mark your calendars. The Methodist Women will be 
having their annual Christmas Party Luncheon on Tuesday, December 12th at 
Noon at Mama Mia’s (formerly Good Guys) in Centreville. If you like to participate 
in the Santa exchange, please bring a $10.00 gift that you think someone else 
would really like. You MUST make a reservation with Lynda Palmatary at 410-490-
0878 by Thursday, December 7th. Separate checks will be given and we will have 
loads of fun and surprises. This is open to all women of the church and ask a 
friend. Don’t miss out on the fun. Please join us and mark your calendars. Hope to 
see you there! 

Collecting for Children’s Shop 
We will hold our Children's Shopping on Saturday, December 9, 10-12 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall and Sunday school wing. This is a time for children to shop secretly for their families and 
friends. Each gift will be $2 and they will be guided around to choose their gifts and then taken 
to the wrapping room where the gifts will be wrapped and labeled for them to take home. We 
need lots of new gifts, wrapping paper, tissue, ribbon, labels, tape, and gift bags to be donated. 
There is a tub outside Fellowship Hall for donations. Some nice ideas for gifts are: books, jewel-
ry, games, toys, candles, scarves, men's small tools, flashlights, wallets, decorative items, etc. 
For information, to help, or to donate call Ann Harlan 410-739-8649.  

Backpacks For Kids 
 

Fall into autumn and consider helping support the Backpacks for Kids program by 
donating individual sized applesauce cups or fruit cups during the month of No-
vember! Backpacks for Kids currently supports 42 children in need each week with 
2 breakfast items, 2 lunch items, 2 fruits, 2 snacks, and 2 100% fruit juic-
es. Donations are needed to help with this outreach ministry and may be left in the 
black bin located in the back of the fellowship hall under the coat rack labeled 
"BACKPACKS". Donations of clean used grocery bags can also be left in the bin 
for the Backpacks program. For additional information, contact Kimberly Starkey 
at 410-490-0052 or email starkeykimberly@yahoo.com. Thank you for your contin-
ued support and prayers. 
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Advent Study!  
A remarkable gift can arrive in an unremarkable 
package. One did in Bethlehem more than 2,000 
years ago. No one expected God to come the way 
he did; yet the way he came is every bit as important 
at the coming itself. The manger is the message. 
Join leader Ann Harlan for this four-week Advent 
study with accompanying DVD to learn how the One 
who made everything chose to make himself nothing 
for us. We have the promise that God is always near 
us, always for us, and always with us. Long after the 
guests have left, the carolers have gone home, the 
gifts have been exchanged, and the decorations 
have come down, these promises endure. 
 
To register for this study contact Pastor Robyn at 
rbrown@centreville-umc.com. Details about the 
study are as follows: 
 
Cost of Study: $12.00 per person 

Dates: Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m.: Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, 20 
Location: Double Sunday school classroom 
Registration deadline: Monday, Nov. 13th 

Chili Open House 
You Are Invited 

To a time of fellowship and food  
With Pastor Chris & Family 

To be held at  
CUMC Parsonage  

November 10th from 5-7pm 
 
 

We will feature different types of chili, just 
come grab a bowl and spend some time in fellowship. You are welcome 
to come and go as you like.  We hope to see you there!  
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FOOD PANTRY FOOD DRIVE 2017 
 

November through December 
Thank you, church and Sunday School, for a successful 2016 holiday food drive.  We’re 

coming back again to ask your help for an even better response this year! 
 
As stated above, the Thanksgiving Food Drive will begin November 1 and run directly into the 
Christmas Food Drive which will begin December 1 (ending December 31). Our decorated bas-
kets will be available in the narthex as well as down the Sunday School wing.  In truth, our food 
pantry drive is in operation all year, and we are most grateful to those of you who choose to fill 
our bins all year.—blessings. “What do you need?” is the most frequently asked question.  It’s 
easy to answer—if it’s in your pantry at home, we can use it too.  But let me be a little more spe-
cific and provide you with a shopping list to help you help us: 
 
Spaghetti sauces (in cans or jars)                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
spaghetti or pastas                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
canned fruits (in syrup or in its own juice)                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
sugar (a 1 lb. box that we find at Dollar Tree)                                                                                                                                                                                                              
jelly/jam                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
peanut butter                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
canned meats (Spam) or canned fish (tuna/salmon)                                                                                                                                                                                                             
condiments (ketchup, mustard, mayo, salt)                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
cooking oil                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
juices                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
cereals (hot, cold, instant)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
laundry soap (best buy we’ve found is at Dollar Tree)                                                                                                  
toiletries (toothpaste, tooth brush, deodorant, bar soap, shampoo, toilet tissue)                                            
Chef Boy Ardee canned pastas                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
soups (dry mixes or canned)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
vegetables (peas, corn, carrots, beets, green beans) 
 
Specialties and treats are always welcomed:  cocoa, pretzels, syrups, cookie mixes, holiday 
candy treats.  
 
We cannot accept any type of vitamin or medication, even something as simple as cough 
drops or Tylenol or a multiple daily vitamin.  
 
Your pantry is open the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of every month from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m.  Stop 
in to see us and meet some of our shoppers.  You’ll get an even better idea of how it all works.  
Questions or concerns, please call the Scheinas:  Bob (410-533-3391) or Linda (410-919-7432). 



Bears in the Pew 
 
Many thanks to all who have contributed bears and ribbons for the bear ministry.  All contribu-
tions are greatly appreciated.  We will be having a bear work session very soon; so if you have 
any donations for this, please leave them in the bear closet by the office. Blessings from the 
"Mama Bears" 
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Photography Policy & Update 
If you would prefer your or your child ’s image not appear in the church ’s 
print or online media, please complete the photography opt -out form. You 
can find it in the Narthex News Center and on our website.  
 
If anyone has any pictures that they would like to share from church events in the 
newsletter feel free to send them to Doug Witt at dwitt@centreville-umc.com 

United Methodist Men 

All men of our church are welcome to come to our Methodist Men’s Meetings. We 
usually meet every month on the second Tuesday. Dinner is part of our meetings, 
so if you are planning to attend, please email or text Tom Scull 
(thomasscull@yahoo.com / 908-625-2715) If you would like to be on the email  
distribution list, please send me your information. 
 

Altar Update 
Altar flowers are needed for November 5.  Call Ruth Ann Walls 410-490-3259 if 
you want to participate in this ministry. And thanks again to all who have provided 
altar flowers this year. 
 
Please give a big Thank You to the Methodist Men who funded the refurbishing of 
the altar candles in the sanctuary.  Note how bright and shiny they are now. Also, 
another big thank you goes to Bob Scheina who also painted the altar.   

Centreville United Methodist Church Follies: 
Just to let everyone know that the Methodist Women will not be having the Church 
Follies in 2018. Lynnie Pearl has some medical issues and won't be able to pro-
ceed with the planning and getting everyone together. Hopefully there will be an-
other one in the near future. Thanks to all you participated and attended in the 
past. God Bless. 

Church Slideshow: 
We need your pictures! We're looking for photos of 2017 church events 
for our year-end slideshow. Please send them to pictures@centreville -
umc.com. Thanks 
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Its Time for… 
Youth and  beginners interested in learning 
the basics of handbells are invited to join 
Tintinabulators. No experience necessary. 
Come and enjoy learning to play the Christ-
mas Carols on the bells! The Group will 
meet on Thursdays from 6 to 6:30 beginning 
on November 2nd through December 14 (no 
rehearsal on Thanksgiving). We ’ll perform 
during the 11:00 service on December 17th. 
Anyone interested should contact Jodi Bortz 
at jbortz@centreville-umc.com or call the 
church office at 410-758-0868 

CUMC Needs Your Talent! 
Do you have a musical talent? 
Do you play guitar or trumpet or 
violin or something else? From 
time-to-time CUMC needs musi-
cians to play an anthem with the 
choir or to provide special music 
for a service. If you ’d be willing 
to play your instrument as part of 
our music ministry or have an 
idea for a performance, we ’d 
love to hear from you. Please 
contact Jodi Bortz at 
jbortz@centreville-umc.com or 
call the church office at 410-758-
0868.  
P.S. The choir is always happy to 
welcome new members, aged 16 
and older! Join us on Thursday 
nights at 7:45 

Chicken Dinner Pictures! 
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In our 
Prayers 

“And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well” James 5:15 

Our Nation 

All recovering from natural disasters 

Meet Our Team 
Chris Pettit, Pastor                                                                                    CPettit@centreville-umc.com 
Robyn Brown, Associate Pastor                                                           RBrown@centreville-umc.com 

Tammi Clark, Office Manager                                                                 TClark@centreville-umc.com 
Charlene S. Brown, Membership Secretary                        CSmallwoodbrown@centreville-umc.com 

Doug Witt, Newsletter                                                         DWitt@centreville -umc.com 

Rudy Draper, Youth Director                                                               RDraper@centreville-umc.com 
Jodi Bortz, Music Director                                                                        JBortz@centreville-umc.com 

Will Covington, Technology Director                                           WCovington@centreville-umc.com 

Newsletter Pictures: 
If you have any pictures 
from church services or 
church events and would 
not mind sharing them in 
The Messenger (Newsletter) 
please feel free to send 
them to Doug Witt at 
dwitt@centreville-umc.com 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

NOVEMBER AT A GLANCE 

 
November 4  Prayer Workshop 10:00 am 
November 6       Trustee Mtg 6:30 pm 
November 7  SPRC Mtg 5:30 pm 
November 10     Chili Open House 5:00-7:00 pm 
November 13  ASP Mission Trip Meeting 6:30 pm 
November 14  Methodist Women 1:30 pm 
November 20  Finance Mtg 7:00 pm 
November 23  Happy Thanksgiving 
November 24  Church Office Closed 
November 28  Ad Council Mtg  6:30 pm 
 
All dates are subject to change.  Please confirm with the Church Office or Ministry Chair. 

 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformatio n of the world. 

Scan for Online Giving 

Centreville United 
Methodist Church 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Contemporary Family Service 8:40 a.m. 

Traditional Service 11:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 7:00 p.m. 

Nursery Services Available 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
Kid Zone during 8:40 a.m. Service 

Sunday School 9:50 a.m. 

(plus two adult classes) 

CYM (Centreville Youth Ministries) 

Sunday 5:30 
High School Bible Study, 

1st Wednesday Of The Month 7:00 p.m. 
 

Contact Information 
(410) 758-0868 

Fax (410) 758-1248 
www.centreville-umc.com 


