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Our Mission Is To Make Disciples For Jesus Christ!

re·nounce [rəˈnouns/] verb - to reject, refuse to recognize or abide by any longer
When someone is baptized into the Christian faith during one of our church services,
certain vows are made before the water is administered. One such vow is as follows:
Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of
your sin?
To which the baptismal candidate (or parent on behalf of a child) replies “I do.”
Sometimes we can respond with a “yes” to a question without really hearing the words
and thinking about what is being said. One time my son, John, asked his mother if she could take
him somewhere to meet friends the following evening. She replied yes. The problem was, he
(purposefully) asked her after 9pm when she was lying in bed with the lights out. He knew that
once his mom’s head touches the pillow – she is in sleep land. She had no clue what she was
agreeing to!
So let us consider what we mean when we renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness.
When Christians are baptized, they are accepting God’s gracious invitation to enter into His Kingdom and we are switching our allegiance from one leader to another…moving from an earthly god
to the one true God. That requires a formal renouncing, a clear rejection of the old and a claim of
allegiance to the new.
The terminology used in this liturgy may sound “outdated”, but it is still very much relevant. The “spiritual forces of wickedness” comes right out of Paul’s writings to the early Church
alerting them to the spiritual battle in which they are engaged:
Ephesians 6:12 “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” (KJV)
So we are all clear on what we are renouncing, where do we see evidence of spiritual
forces of wickedness and evil powers at play in this world? Broken households, rampant drug use
and alcoholism as a means of escape, divisive politics, bullying and shaming, pornography and a culture of using fellow humans as objects for personal satisfaction, increased interest in the occult,
terrorism, rejection of God – and that is just to name a few.
So, if you have ever vowed to renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin, are you sticking to your vow? If not, are you ready to do so?
Unless you hate that which is evil, you will never truly renounce it…you will either tolerate it, or
occasionally dabble in it, or all out embrace it. But when you repent of your sin and welcome Jesus
to come and reside in your heart, his light will expose evil for what it is and his hatred of sin will
become yours as well. Keep in mind that it is the sin we hate, not the sinner. God hates sin, but
he “so loved the world that He sent his only begotten son.” (John 3:16)
During this season of Lent, ask the Lord to expose that which needs to come to light,
renounce and follow the way of Christ. The Lord is merciful and ready to forgive, and His Spirit is
ready to guide you.
Blessings,
Pastor Chris
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Attention All Methodist Women
Meeting March 13 at 1:30 at church in Red Room
All women who attend Centreville UMC are automatically members of Methodist Women. Phyllis
Hoffman is the head of MW here. We meet usually every other Tuesday at 1:30 in the red Sunday school room at the far end of the hall This meeting will focus on the Spring Fling to be held
on May 12 and 13 here in and around the Fellowship Hall. The hours are 10am until 2pm. It is a
fund raising event to raise money for senior high school scholarships. There will be all kinds of
plants for sale and a lunch menu also. It is perfect for a pre- Mother's Day outing. The Methodist
Women do many things to help our church and our community. Please join us for fellowship,
fun, and a way to give to others. We welcome you!!!!
From the War Room
Walking in Victory
Dale Becraft
Romans 6 tells us how to access, or experience, the power, favor, and blessings of God, which are freely available
to us because of what Jesus did on the cross. It is the most practical chapter in the Bible on walking in victory over
sin. Transformation in our life begins by knowing who we are in Christ—seeing ourselves the way God sees us in
Christ. God has abundant grace to pour out on our lives, but He requires us to cooperate with His grace. He will not
do our part, and we cannot do His part.
I want to share three principles that Paul lays out concerning walking in victory over sin.
1. The first principle is what I call the “knowing principle” (Rom. 6:11). We must know who we are in Christ
and what we have received in Him. We must see ourselves as alive to God—alive to the realm of God—which
includes seeing that we are fully accepted and enjoyed by God, empowered to use Jesus’ authority, and indwelt by
the Spirit. The Spirit’s peace resides in our spirit from the very day that we are born again (Gal. 5:22). We access
His peace by acknowledging it and thanking Him for it. The simple act of thanking the Spirit for His peace in our
spirit releases it to our soul and our emotions.
2. The second principle I call the “resisting principle” (Rom. 6:12-13a). We are to resist sin, Satan, and sinprovoking circumstances. We resist the inward prompting of sin and the schemes of Satan. Paul emphasized selfdenial. God chose the denial of our lustful desires as one arena in which we are to express our love to Him (Jn.
14:15, 21-23); we refuse circumstances that inflame sinful desires. Therefore, we do not go to places, buy items, or
look at or talk about things that stir up sinful passions. When we are pursuing the fascination and pleasure of knowing God we can say no to things far more effectively. The essence of what we say no to is sin-provoking circumstances. Paul said that we should not present our body to situations that stir sin up in us (Rom. 6:13). Do not go to
that place that stirs you up to sin. Avoid those sin-producing circumstances. You know your frame; you know what
tempts you to do wrong. Do not go there! Say no to sinful desires and to wrong circumstances. When we are actively filling our hearts with the pleasures of knowing the Lord, we are much more successful at resisting sin, Satan,
and sin-provoking circumstances.
3. I call the third principle the “pursuing principle” (Rom. 6:13). The apostle Paul exhorted us, “Present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.” We pursue God by presenting ourselves to Him and presenting our bodies as His instruments, that He may use us to bless
others. Our first priority is to love God with all our heart as worshipers of Jesus—we are to cultivate His presence in
our life (intimacy with God). Then we express God’s love to people by offering our bodies as vessels for the Spirit to
use to bless them. We serve and relate to God and people in love.
So we must know truth, resist darkness, and pursue God. We love God and people as we resist sin, Satan,
and sin-provoking circumstances and grow in the knowledge of who we are in Christ, experiencing God’s heart as
a Father and Jesus’ heart as a Bridegroom. All three principles are needed to walk in victory over sin and
live a life of love and fruitfulness in Jesus.
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SOUPer Sunday
Sunday March 25th
Following Late Service
In the Fellowship Hall



Bring your favorite soup, sample others, and vote which is the best!



All donations benefit 2018 Summer Mission Trip to Appalachia Service Project (ASP)



If you are interested in providing a soup or bread for this event, please sign up in the Narthex
Call Patty Muller for more information at 443-786-2228

Easter Lilies
Easter Lilies will be placed on the altar for Easter Sunday, April 1.
If you would like to place a lily on the altar in “memory or honor” of
someone, please call Tammi Clark at the church office by
March 23rd with the information.

United Methodist Men’s Ed Parry Scholarship 2018
Announcing the United Methodist Men’s Ed Parry Scholarship program for 2018.
The Ed Parry Scholarship assist active CUMC high school graduates in pursuing
post-high school education. An information meeting about the program will be
held April 15, 2018. Eligibility for scholarship consideration: active CUMC member, 2018 high school graduate, post-high school education commitment.

Meet Our Team
Chris Pettit, Pastor
Robyn Brown, Associate Pastor
Tammi Clark, Office Manager
Charlene S. Brown, Membership Secretary
Doug Witt, Newsletter
Rudy Draper, Youth Director
Jodi Bortz, Music Director
Will Covington, Technology Director

CPettit@centreville-umc.com
RBrown@centreville-umc.com
TClark@centreville-umc.com
CSmallwoodbrown@centreville-umc.com
DWitt@centreville -umc.com
RDraper@centreville-umc.com
JBortz@centreville-umc.com
WCovington@centreville-umc.com
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Holy Week
Maundy Thursday
March 29, 7pm
Good Friday
March 30, 7pm
Easter Sunday
April 1
Sunrise Service
6:30 am
Millstream Park
Church Services
8:40 am,11:00 am
7:00 pm

Above: Kim Parkerson shows the CPR/AED Class
how it is done.
Right: Youth Bowling in Easton.
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Centreville United
Methodist Church
SUNDAY WORSHIP
Contemporary Family Service 8:40 a.m.
Traditional Service 11:00 a.m.
Contemporary Service 7:00 p.m.
Nursery Services Available
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
Kid Zone during 8:40 a.m. Service
Sunday School 9:50 a.m.
(plus two adult classes)
CYM (Centreville Youth Ministries)
Sunday 5:30
High School Bible Study,
1st Wednesday Of The Month 7:00 p.m.

Contact Information
(410) 758-0868

MARCH AT GLANCE
March 3rd
March 5th
March 9th
March 10th
March 13th
March 25th

March 29th
March 30th

Prayer Workshop @ 10 am
Trustees Meeting @ 6:30 pm
Healing Service @ 7pm
Bible Museum Trip @ 8 am
UMW Meeting @ 1:30 pm
UMM Meeting @ 6:30 pm
Sunday School Easter Egg Hunt @ 9:50 am
SOUPer Sunday @ 12:15 pm
Ray Lozano Event @ 5 pm
Maundy Thursday Service @ 7 pm
Good Friday Service @ 7 pm

All dates are subject to change. Please confirm with the Church Office or Ministry Chair.

Fax (410) 758-1248
www.centreville-umc.com

Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

