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What’s Your Perspective?  
by Pastor Chris 
 
Psalm 36 is a short but powerful psalm that offers two opposing perspectives. It 
begins by considering the thoughts and motivations of one so blinded by their own 
sin that they do not fear God. They are described as evil and wicked. “In their own 
eyes they flatter themselves…they fail to act wisely or do good…they do not reject 
what is wrong” (vv. 2-4). In four short verses, we are confronted with one whose 
perspective of life is “me-focused” – one who would ponder “what do I have to do 
to get what I want?” 
 
Abruptly, the psalm changes direction and we are presented with a much bigger 
perspective, one that is “God-focused.” Here, the character of God is described in 
terms that are immeasurable: “Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens, your faith-
fulness to the skies, your righteousness like the highest mountains, your justice 
like the great deep” (vv.5-6). In a few short verses, the one who is “God-focused” 
finds that everything they need to truly live is provided to them by the Lord. “For 
with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light” (v.9). 
 
Reading this Psalm, it is easy to think that the “me-focused” person as someone 
who would never set foot in the church.  In our mind’s eye, we may picture a drug 
dealer or maybe our worst enemy. And the “God-focused” person is, of course, us!  
But as I meditate on this passage, I find that my own perspective at times can eas-
ily be “me-focused”, and maybe only on my really good days do I really hold a 
“God-focused” perspective.  Most days, I unsuccessfully try to juggle both. How 
about you? 
 
Discipleship trains us to keep the “God-focused” perspective. How are you doing 
with your discipleship?  Are you intentional in your growth? I encourage you to 
steadfastly keep advancing forward. Join a study, volunteer with the youth, serve 
in some capacity, and keep your eyes on the Lord! 
 
Let’s pray: 
Lord, continue your love to those who know you, your righteousness to the upright 
in heart. May the foot of the proud not come against me, nor the hand of the wick-
ed drive me away. (Psalm 36:10-11) 
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 Developing a Healing Culture 
Dale Becraft 

 

In the western world there are a lot of ministries that flow in Divine healing, but 
there are few churches that have a culture for healing. I believe the reason for this 
is fairly obvious. Its roots lie in history. The Renaissance is a period in European 
history, marking the transition from the Middle Ages to the Modern Era and cover-
ing the span between the 14th and 17th centuries. The intellectual basis of the 
Renaissance was its own invented version of humanism which put man, not God 
at the center of everything. That philosophy ultimately made its way from Europe 
to America. Ultimately the Renaissance gave way to the Age of Reason. The Age 
of Reason was an eighteenth-century movement which followed hard after the 
mysticism, religion, and superstition of the Middle Ages. The Age of Reason in-
cluded the shorter time period described as the Age of Enlightenment; during this 

time great changes occurred in scientific thought and exploration. New ideas filled the horizon and man 
was eager to explore these ideas, freely. Man began to embrace an exaggerated belief in the perfection of 
humanity based on reason and clear thinking; they happily abandoned reliance on biblical truth and lost 
their fear of God. Clinging to the ideology of secular humanism, the scientific method and abandoning the 
fear of God and biblical truth, we now have a way of understanding the world through that lens which has 
been called a Western Worldview. This system is found in every secular educational institution and has 
infiltrated the church. For a Christian this poses a great problem. To be a biblical Christian you cannot 
place man at the center only God can be at the center. You cannot use the scientific method to contradict 
what God has done and said. You cannot even have wisdom without the fear of the Lord! God’s Word 
must be viewed as absolute truth. In order to develop a healing culture God must be glorified. His word 
must be accepted. We must look at the world through the lens of the New Testament. We must develop a 
biblical worldview and accept that God has not changed. What was truth is still truth. The truth is God still 
heals today! 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
No Prayer Workshop in May. 
Healing Service, Friday, May 11 at 7:00 P.M. 
Healing Class will meet on the following Tuesdays in May at 6:30 P.M.: 1st,15th; and 29th 

ACTS BIBLE STUDY: 
 

An 8-Week Bible Study on the Book of Acts led by Pastor Chris Pettit will be 
held Wednesday nights at 6:30pm starting May 2nd. A workbook will be provid-
ed and a donation of $9 to cover the cost will be collected. Register by email-
ing cpettit@centreville-umc.com or sign up at the Welcome Center in the  
Narthex!  

INTERCESSORY LIFE 
A 6-Week study on the Intercessory Prayer Life led by Pastor Robyn Brown 
starting June 7th. This study will be held on Thursday afternoons at noon—
bring your own lunch!  A book will be provided and a donation will be collected 
to offset the $13 cost. Register by emailing rbrown@centreville-umc.com or 
sign up at the Welcome Center in the Narthex. 
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HAVEN MINISTRIES UPDATE: 
 
Shelter:  The Haven Ministries Emergency Winter Shelter has 
been open every day since October 1, 2017. The shelter has op-
erated at or near capacity since its doors opened this shelter sea-
son. Our case manager, Sandy, has been working diligently to 
move guests from the shelter to safe and affordable housing, and 
she has had much success in doing so. One of our clients found 
employment that included housing and was finally able to fix her 
car. She is saving to purchase a home of her own, and she says 
that she is looking forward to baking apple pies for her grandchil-
dren! The shelter closes for the season on April 30, 2018. 

Vision:  Haven Ministries continues to seek a home/ building/ property in the Queen Anne's County area 
to re-establish a much-needed Housing Assistance Program. 
Food Pantry:  The Haven Ministries Food Pantry continues to remain steady at serving about 100 individ-
uals (which represents over 230 people in households) monthly. Over 7,000 pounds of food including 
meats and fruits, vegetables are distributed. The Food Pantry is open the third Friday monthly at Safe 
Harbor Presbyterian Church from 5:30-7pm. 
Resource Center:  The Haven Ministries Resource Center remains open to the public Monday - Friday 
from 8:30-4:30. Experienced and trained case managers work with every client to connect them to ser-
vices, help navigate online job applications and career sites, as well as provide support to those in need. 
Classes are also available. 
Thrift Store:  Our Daily Thread Thrift Store remains busy with people donating and shopping! Vulnerable 
community members also receive items, such as clothing for youth and job interviews. Store hours are 
Monday-Saturday 10-4. Volunteers are needed! Please call Liz:  410-353-0455. The store is also seeking 
donations of household items.   

CORRECTIONS: 
In the new CUMC Directory there are a cou-
ple of incorrect phone numbers. Here are the 
correct numbers. 

Avis Kessler 410-778-0582 

Doug Witt 410-490-5356 

Ruth Ann Walls 410-490-3259 

WE’VE MOVED! 
 

Dear Church Family, 
As many of you know, we 
have recently moved. We 
are in the process of down-
sizing and are currently building a new home in 
Church Hill. In the meantime, we will be tempo-
rarily renting in Centreville. Please make a note 
of our new address: 

Dan & Robyn Brown 
1728 Church Hill Road, Centreville 
Also, we will no longer have a land line phone. I 
am always reachable by my cell, which is 410-
570-4090. Please make a note of this change. 
Thank you!  

~ Pastor Robyn 

Changes to the CUMC Food Pantry  
starting Mid-July 

  

After years of faithful service, Bob and Linda Schiena are 
stepping down from leadership of the CUMC Food Pan-
try.  We are grateful for their dedication, organization, devo-
tion, and compassion to this important ministry to the poor in 
Queen Anne’s county.   
The outreach committee and administrative council have ap-
proved the following changes to this church ministry begin-
ning mid-July: 
 
On the 1st Wednesday of the Month, the food pantry will 
operate from 10am-Noon in similar fashion to our existing 
program, with the addition of a healthy food demonstration 
and lunch provided by April Sharp.  We are looking for a lead 
organizer for this outreach – someone to oversee the volun-
teer scheduling, food inventory and set up/break down. Con-
tact Pastor Chris if you are interested. 
 
On the 3rd Friday of the Month, 5:30-7pm, Haven Minis-
tries will organize and operate the Centreville Food Pantry in 
conjunction with the Kent Island Food Pantry happening at 
the same time.  The Kent Island program is already well es-
tablished, the Centreville pantry will follow the same protocol 
and serve QA residents east of Queenstown.  The Maryland 
Food Bank will drop food on that day for distribution and local 
clubs, groups and individuals will volunteer to distrib-
ute.  Great way for students to receive service learning hours! 
Please contact Pastor Chris or Krista with any questions.   
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Methodist Women's News and Spring Fling 

 
Bring your loved ones for a Mother's Day treat by coming to the SPRING FLING on May 12th 
from 10am until 2pm in and around the fellowship hall at church. There will be many plants for 
sale. All types for the garden and flower pots. Lunch will be available 
from Susie's Kitchen in the Fellowship Hall There will also be jewelry, 
scarves, and hand bags for sale. There will be lots of perfect gifts for 
Mom. The sale will continue on Sunday May 13th during church hours 
without the lunch. Anyone who could help set up for this event is 
asked to be at church on Friday May 11 at 9am and Sat at 9am. To 
donate items call Phyllis Hoffman at 410-739-0851. 
 
The Methodist Women will meet on Tuesday, May 8th at 1:30 in the 
Red room in the Sunday School wing of the church. All women are 
very welcome!!!! 
 
The Methodist Women will be gathering for their Spring/ Summer Luncheon Tuesday, June 12th 
at noon at Rams Head Restaurant on Kent Island. Contact Lynda Palmatary @ 410-490-0878 by 
June 9th if you plan to attend. All women are welcomed to attend. If you would like to catch a 
ride with someone please be at the church by 11:20am. Hope to see you June 12th. 

CLASS OF 2018 
 

The Methodist Women and the United Methodist Men cordially invite 

our graduating seniors and their families to a celebratory dinner 

on Tuesday, May 8 at 6:30 PM. The dinner will be catered by Suzie's 

Kitchen and will take place in Fellowship Hall. Please RSVP to Tom 

Scull @ 410-758-8658 or Thomasscull@yahoo.com. We look for-

ward to celebrating your graduation from high school.   

MEMORIAL GARDEN GARDENERS: 
 

Our church has been extremely blessed with a beautiful memorial garden. We have also been 
blessed with a group of very dedicated volunteers, some of whom 
are now leaving to pursue other areas of service. The church is 
looking for a few more volunteers to help maintain this precious 
space. We are very fortunate every Spring to have the bulk of the 
hard work (mulching, pruning, weeding) provided by F. A. Hobson 
Landscaping, Inc. The monthly upkeep is where you come in…we 
need gardeners willing to pull the occasional weed, sweep and 
dead-head flowers, etc. from May to October. If you love the out-
doors and gardening, please consider giving a few hours of your 
time to this worthwhile service. If interested, please contact  
Beth Covington at 410-758-2247. 



2018 CONFIRMATION 

CLASS 
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NOTES FROM KIDSZONE: 
 

As the school year starts winding down, we will be busy in KID ZONE working on our Bible Skills 
and learning what it takes to run a church. We will be looking at the role of the Pastor, the Asso-
ciate Pastor, worship leaders, lay leaders and introducing the children to the business side of the 
church. In addition, we will continue to work on our Bible skills. Most of the children now know the 
Lord's Prayer, most of the books of the Old Testament and can win at Old Testament Bible Bingo 
without any hints! It has been a great time in Kid Zone this year. On June 10

th
, Kid Zone will tran-

sition to Summer Sunday School and the children will continue to look at the Old Testament Sto-
ries through June and July and In August, we will pick up with the parable of the unforgiving serv-
ant and end on August 26

th
 with The Great Commandment. Kid Zone will begin our fall session 

on September 9
th
.    

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL: 
 

On June 10th, Summer Sunday School begins. This is a great time for you to support our chil-
dren by volunteering to teach one Sunday during the summer. We have posted the signup sheet 
for teachers and assistants on the bulletin board in the hall way, along with the lesson plans for 
each Sunday. The lesson plans, including a craft and activities, will be available for pickup be-
ginning May 6th. If you have any questions about the lessons or schedule, please contact 
Janie Nickle at vjnickle@gmail.com or by phone or text at 804-347-5234. Thank you for your 
continued support of our children's ministries.   

NEWSLETTER PICTURES 
 

If you have any pictures from church activities, trips, groups, events, etc. and 
wouldn't mind sharing them for the newsletter you can send your pictures to 
Doug Witt at dwitt@centreville-umc.com. Any amount of pictures are greatly ap-
preciated.   



 

 

Meet Our Team 
Chris Pettit, Pastor                                                                                    CPettit@centreville-umc.com 
Robyn Brown, Associate Pastor                                                           RBrown@centreville-umc.com 

Tammi Clark, Office Manager                                                                 TClark@centreville-umc.com 
Charlene S. Brown, Membership Secretary                        CSmallwoodbrown@centreville-umc.com 

Doug Witt, Newsletter                                                         DWitt@centreville -umc.com 

Rudy Draper, Youth Director                                                               RDraper@centreville-umc.com 
Jodi Bortz, Music Director                                                                        JBortz@centreville-umc.com 

Will Covington, Technology Director                                           WCovington@centreville-umc.com 
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When you come to church on Sundays, take a look at your 

friends who normally sit around you – notice anyone missing?  

Has there been a familiar face who always seems to be in 

church yet you haven’t seen them for a while? If so, please let 

us know! We try to reach out to anyone who has been absent, 

but many times it’s hard to keep track of everyone for various 

reasons. That’s where you can help! Let us know if someone is 

missing so we can let them know they are missed. All you need 

to do is reach out to the church office, Pastor Chris, or Pastor 

Robyn.  Many thanks! 

Brick orders being accepted… 
 

It’s the time of year again when we will be collecting orders for our Memorial Garden bricks. You can 

pick up your order form either in the church office or the “News Center” in the narthex. Please fill out 

your order and submit payment to the Church Office or Pastor Robyn. We will be collecting orders 

through the month of July and installing bricks at some point in the fall. All details are on the order 

forms. Consider this beautiful way to memorialize a loved one in the peacefulness and serenity of our 

Memorial Garden. 
 



Centreville United Methodist Church 
608 Church Hill Road 
Centreville, MD 21617 

www.centreville-umc.com 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

MAY AT GLANCE 

 
May 1st 6:30pm  Healing Class 
May 2nd 6:30pm  Acts Bible Study 
May 4th 7:00pm  Cloverton Concert 
May 5th 10:00am Prayer Workshop 
May 7th 6:30pm  ASP Mtg 
  6:30pm  Trustee Mtg 
May 8th 1:30pm  UMW Meeting  
May 8th 6:30pm  Class Of 2018 Dinner 
May 9th 6:30pm  Acts Bible Study 
May 11th 7:00pm  Healing Service 
May 12th 10:00am Spring Fling 
May 15th 6:30pm  Healing Class 
May 16th 6:30pm  Acts Bible Study 
May 22nd 6:30pm  Admin Council 
May 23rd 1:00pm  Outreach Mtg 
  6:30pm  Acts Bible Study 
May 29th 6:30pm  Healing Class 
May 30th 6:30pm  Acts Bible Study 
 
 

 
Making disciples of Jesus Ch rist for th e transformation of th e world. 

Scan for Online Giving 

Centreville United 
Methodist Church 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Contemporary Family Service 8:40 a.m. 

Traditional Service 11:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 7:00 p.m. 

Nursery Services Available 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
Kid Zone during 8:40 a.m. Service 

Sunday School 9:50 a.m. 

(plus two adult classes) 

CYM (Centreville Youth Ministries) 

Sunday 5:30 
High School Bible Study, 

1st Wednesday Of The Month 7:00 p.m. 
 

Contact Information 
(410) 758-0868 

Fax (410) 758-1248 
www.centreville-umc.com 


