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Do As I Do?      

by Pastor Chris 
 
I remember a few months after my daughter had received her learner’s permit noticing 

that she had become very comfortable (too comfortable!) in her driving abilities. Sitting 

shotgun next to her as she barreled down US 50, I sensed that she was going a bit fast 

and a quick glance at the speedometer confirmed my suspicions.  “Rae, your going too 

fast, back it off.” To which she replied, “I’m going just as fast you go dad!” I flipped into 

Dad Logic Mode and replied, “I have 30 years of driving experience, you do not. Slow 

down!”   
In other words, I used the classic parental response, “do as I say, not as I do”. That is an 

approach that typically does not work – I knew as soon as I replied that my instruction 

would be quickly ignored and this issue would be an ongoing concern. If my behavior 

does not reflect my instructions, what message am I sending my kids? 

 
“Therefore I urge you to imitate me.” That was the Apostle Paul’s command to the Co-

rinthian church when the behavior of the church and certain leaders was not reflective of 

a people walking humbly with their God (see 1 Cor. 4). Why would Paul command the 

church to imitate him?  Because Paul imitated Christ. Paul, and the other apostles, lived lives 

of humility and self-sacrifice, giving their all so others may encounter the risen Christ. 

This way of life brought personal hardship and scorn by those threatened by their mes-

sage. What Paul saw in the Corinthians were a people so full of themselves that they felt 

they were “reigning” with Christ. “Already you have become rich! You have begun to 

reign—and that without us!” (1 Cor 4:8).The contrast between how the apostles lived 

out their faith (“up to this moment we have become the scum of the earth, the refuse of 

the world” (v.13)) and how some in the church were displaying their faith was pretty dra-

matic.   

 
Church, may we not become so full of ourselves that we feel we can sit back and judge 

others! Look at the life of Jesus – rejected by this world yet serving his Father with single-

minded faithfulness. Look at the lives of the apostles – cursed, persecuted, slandered, yet 

serving their Lord joyfully with clarity of mission. Look at those strong imitators of Christ 

who have preceded us, giving of themselves continuously to expand the Kingdom of God 

here on earth. Be that example for those who are watching you – show them how it is 

done. 
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From God’s Heart to You 
Dale Becraft 

Prayer Ministry Leader 
 
It is only fair that I let you know that when I write about Divine healing I am not writing from an impartial, neutral, 
dispassionate position. Instead, I am very passionate about healing. I believe in healing. I have experienced 
physical healing personally, as well as emotional healing. And I have been used by God to bring healing to hun-
dreds all over the world. It is also true that I am not apologetic for being partial in my views concerning healing 
because it was not a side issue for Jesus but a central part of both his teaching and practice. In healing you see 
God’s heart of love and mercy for His children manifest. This subject cannot be understood or experienced from 
a detached or unbiased position. Why, you might ask? We can be unbiased from a scientific worldview, but not 
from a biblical worldview. We must approach God with absolute assurance that He is who He says He is and 
does what He says He will do. My bias is just that! No matter what anything or anyone might try to say to the 

contrary, God still heals; spiritually, emotionally, and physically. He has not changed nor will He change. 
 
To properly understand healing as a child of God one must believe it, expect it, and receive it. If it does not come immediately, keep seeking, 
keep asking, keep knocking. Persevere in seeking God and know that all of God’s promises are yes and amen in Jesus!  God can not only 
bring you healing but can also use you to bring healing to others. I believe that if more people pray for healing, more people will get healed. 

This comes not as my opinion but as a biblical and theological absolute. 
 
In order to allow more people to get involved in the various aspects of both receiving from God and being used by God, we are expanding 

the opportunities for you to “taste and see that the Lord is good”.  
 
The opportunities are as follows: 
Healing Service (Every 4th Sunday at 7:00 P.M.)  Next one is Sunday, June 24, 7:00 P.M. 
 
Intercessory Prayer: Mondays at 7:00 P.M. & Tuesdays at 10:00 A.M. (Starting in June) 

 
School of Healing Ministry, Tuesdays, 6:30 P.M. 
 
The Healing Room:  Tuesdays 7:00 P.M. (Hands on intensive prayer with the Healing Team by appointment. To schedule email 

dale.becraft@gmail.com or contact the church office.) 
 
Intercessory Prayer Workshop, Saturday, June 2, 10:00 A.M. 

Church (dis)Unity  

Pastor Chris Pettit 
 These are trying times to be a United Methodist.  Having just returned from our Annual Conference at the 
University of Maryland Eastern Shore and witnessing the clear division surrounding the issue of homosexuality 
among the delegates; to call us “United” is a stretch.   
 On Thursday evening, Bishop Johnson presented the three options the Commission on the Way Forward 
sent to the Council of Bishops for consideration and the option the bishops have decided to recommend to General 
Conference come next February.  The bishops favor the “One Church” model and you can read about it on pen-
del.org.  I was pleased that the bishop permitted two groups who represent the opposing sides to this issue to 
speak to the entire conference.  Rev. David Bennett, joined by several other colleagues, presented the traditionalist 
opposition to the One Church model on behalf of the Wesleyan Covenant Association (wesleycovenant.org) and 
Rev. Vicky Starnes, joined by colleagues as well, of FIRE (Faithfully Inviting & Reconciling Everyone – website cur-
rently offline) presented their support of the One Church model.   Following both presentations, clergy and dele-
gates to the conference were invited to table discussions and to write down and share their questions with the Bish-
op.  The conversation around our table, which included opposing views, was civil and honest.  I believe people on 
both sides of the issue were glad to hear their viewpoints communicated.   
 However, on Saturday morning, it was clear how divided we are as a conference when what was intended 
to be a resolution on unity turned into a referendum on this particular topic.  Rev. Tom Pasmore of the Advocacy 
Resource Team proposed the Resolution #9 which stated in part “We therefore invite the Annual Conference to 
affirm the call for unity within our connection in the face of schism, challenge in love and respect all that divides, 
and offer to all people God’s saving grace to transform the world through Jesus Christ.”  A lay delegate presented 
an amendment to the resolution that added words to the effect of clearly stating, “we agree to uphold the current 
language of the Book of Discipline which affirms that homosexual behavior is incompatible with Christian teaching.”  

Continued on next page 
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Outreach:  
Reaching Out into our Community to Make a Difference 
By Larisa Thomas 
 

Tasty Souper Sunday!  

Appalachia Service Project (ASP) Mission Trip hosted a soup tasting on March 25
th
. There were 20 soups that con-

gregants brought in to be tasted and rated. The following participants were voted tastiest soups: 

1. Donna Barnes for her Chili (secret family recipe) 
2. Jen Nowak for her Chili 
3. Nelda Thomas for her Surprise Bean Soup 

The fellowship and the Soups were great! Over $550 was raised to help fund ASP’s week long mission trip from 

June 30-July 7
th
. Thank you to all who participated. 

Rebuilding Together  

On April 29
th
, our church participated in 2 different projects with Rebuilding Together. The first job was repairing a 

roof in Grasonville, where a tree had landed (and gone through) the roof.  

The second was building a handicap ramp in Chester for a disabled lady. The ASP Mission Teams used these 

events this year as a practice for their mission trip in June. Thank you for all who participated. There still is work to 

be done on the Grasonville project. We are hoping to shingle the one part of the roof, so be on the lookout for more 

information in upcoming Announcements.  

Still Need Volunteers for Habitat for Humanity in Centreville  

Habitat for Humanity is still working on a house here in Centreville located at 314 Little Kidwell Avenue! How excit-

ing for a chance to help a neighbor. There will be work days every Saturday from 9 AM to 3 PM. If you can’t do a full 

day, come do a partial. It would be great to see everyone come out once and work. No prior skill is needed, but we 

love those already handy. Simply show up, and when you sign in, write that you are from CUMC. Afterwards, sign 

your name to the Brag Board on Outreach’s Bulletin Board! 

 

Church (dis)Unity Continued  
 
After much debate, the amendment was approved, as was the final resolution.  This particular resolution is ‘aspirational’, meaning it does not 

change anything in regards to next year’s General Conference, but it communicates where we lean as a conference.   
 In the coming weeks, I will hold a series of small group meetings at various times and places so we can discuss this issue as a 
church so each of you can be informed and be heard.  In the meantime, PRAY!  May the path forward for us as a church be made clear 
as we faithfully mature as disciples of Jesus Christ. 
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WE’VE MOVED! 
 

Dear Church Family, 
As many of you know, we have recently moved. We are in the process 
of downsizing and are currently building a new home in Church Hill. In 
the meantime, we will be temporarily renting in Centreville. Please 
make a note of our new address: 
 
Dan & Robyn Brown 
1728 Church Hill Road, Centreville 
 
Also, we will no longer have a land line phone. I am always reachable 
by my cell, which is 410-570-4090. Please make a note of this change. 

Thank you! ~ Pastor Robyn 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
 

The UMM would like to thank all those who participated in preparing and packaging the UMM Chicken 
BBQ Dinner. The funds raised will be used for scholarships for our graduating youth. Thank You! 
 
Pastor Chris, Tammi Clark, Doug Witt, Rudy Draper & Young Life Volunteers, Tom Baker, Tom & Mary 
Scull, Jim & Linda Pullen, Ed & Harriet Caporin, Beth Covington and father Earl Hodel, Bill Downes, Bar-
ry Ebersole, Ann Harlan, Marylin Hooper, Darrel Johnson, Susie & Tom Gay, Dale & Susie Axtell, Hal 
Totten, Dukes & Barbara Meeks, Daniel Meeks, Don Wilson, Corey Higdon, Stacey Strotman, Brian 
Barnes, Keith Parkerson, Ken Colley, Emily Parry, Linda Scheina, Tom Nickle, David & Pat Beecher, 
Martin Gayley, Gerry Walls, Lester Downes,  
Quinten Kent. 
 
We apologize if we omitted any names! 

Spring  
Chicken  

BBQ 

ED PARRY SCHOLARSHIP 
 

The United Methodist Men are proud to announce the recipient of the 2018 Ed Parry Scholar-
ship. Please join us in congratulating Ruth Murdoch on her scholastic achievement, extracurric-
ular and church related activities. We wish her much success in the future. 

Centreville UMC Polo Shirts—Additional Colors Available!  In response to several requests, we 

have a few more colors to offer if you are interested in sporting a church polo shirt this summer! 

Shirts are $26 and you can leave a payment in the lockbox attached to the Book Kiosk located in the  

Church Lobby.   
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SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 
 

The church office will be closed on Fridays beginning June 1st 
through August 31st 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Page 6 

                                                  
Hey everyone!  
 
The Lord is working in powerful ways this season for the youth in Queen Anne’s County and at Centre-
ville United Methodist Church. Partnership in the body of Christ between our church and Young Life has 
allowed us to offer more outreach to teens in the area than ever before. Each week, Middle School and 
High School Students are invited to Youth Group at Centreville United Methodist Church prior to the 
evening service where they play games, eat snacks, and hear God’s word. 
 
Through partnership with Young Life, we are also ministering to High School Students each week on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays through “Club” and “Campaigners.” Club happens on Tuesdays, it is a “party 
with a purpose,” where kids who know Jesus help put together a party for the “furthest out kid” to come 
have a blast and hear the gospel presented in a way everyone understands and relates. Campaigners 
happens on Thursdays. It is an opportunity for the same kids to dive deeper into the good news of Jesus 
Christ. To grow in their faith and learn to get into the Word like never before. This time in the word is sup-
plemented by an additional Bible Study for High School Students at the parsonage the first Wednesday of 
every month! 
 
In the midst of all these great things is the most important part. A team of adult leaders are doing contact 
work, entering the lives of kids daily, from sports games to dance recitals, to just getting coffee, and even 
by substitute teaching in the schools, Jesus is being shared by doing life together. 1 Thessalonians 2:8 
says “so we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you 
not only the gospel of God but our lives as well.”  We get to do life together with the kids and be the 
hands and feet of Christ. 
 
Church, we get the amazing opportunity to share the good news of Jesus Christ with the young people 
who shape tomorrow. What an honor and a privilege! If you would like to be a part of ministering to the 
youth in our area, please let us know! You can contact me (Rudy) at 410-708-7761 (cell) or by email at 
rdraper@centreville-umc.com Whether it is through the sharing of resources, volunteering with the 
youth in our church or in Young Life, or serving on a committee, you could help!  
Stay tuned for excited things to come in the future! 
 
-Rudy 
 

  

 

 

 



 

 

Meet Our Team 
Chris Pettit, Pastor                                                                                    CPettit@centreville-umc.com 
Robyn Brown, Associate Pastor                                                           RBrown@centreville-umc.com 

Tammi Clark, Office Manager                                                                 TClark@centreville-umc.com 
Charlene S. Brown, Membership Secretary                        CSmallwoodbrown@centreville-umc.com 

Doug Witt, Newsletter                                                         DWitt@centreville -umc.com 

Rudy Draper, Youth Director                                                               RDraper@centreville-umc.com 
Jodi Bortz, Music Director                                                                        JBortz@centreville-umc.com 

Will Covington, Technology Director                                           WCovington@centreville-umc.com 
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Brick orders  

being accepted… 

 
It’s the time of year again when we will be 

collecting orders for our Memorial Garden 

bricks. You can pick up your order form ei-

ther in the church office or the “News Cen-

ter” in the narthex. Please fill out your order 

and submit payment to the Church Office or 

Pastor Robyn. We will be collecting orders 

through the month of July and installing 

bricks at some point in the fall. All details are 

on the order forms. Consider this beautiful 

way to memorialize a loved one in the peace-

fulness and serenity of our Memorial Garden. 

 

Cook-Out at the Parsonage! 

As long as it is not raining again! Come on 

over and enjoy a cookout at the preacher’s 

house.  Bring chairs!  Food and games pro-

vided.  Friday, June 29th, 5-7pm. 



Centreville United Methodist Church 
608 Church Hill Road 
Centreville, MD 21617 

www.centreville-umc.com 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

JUNE AT GLANCE 
6/2 10:00am  Prayer Workshop 

6/2 7:00pm  Game Night 

6/4 7:00pm  Intercessory Prayer Meeting 

6/5 10:00am  Intercessory Prayer Meeting 

 6:30pm  Healing Class 

6/6 6:00pm  CYM High School Bible Study 

6/10 12:00pm  Church Picnic & Whiffle Ball Game 

6/11 7:00pm  Intercessory Prayer Meeting 

6/12 10:00am  Intercessory Prayer Meeting 

 6:30pm  UMM Meeting 

 6:30pm  Healing Class 

6/18 7:00pm  Finance Committee Meeting 

6/18 7:00pm  Intercessory Prayer Meeting 

 7:00pm  Finance Mtg 

6/19 10:00am  Intercessory Prayer Meeting 
 6:30pm  Healing Class 

6/19-22 6:00pm  VBS 

6/22 8:00pm  Outdoor Movie Night 

6/25 7:00pm  Intercessory Prayer Meeting 

6/26 10:00am  Intercessory Prayer Meeting 

 6:30pm  Healing Class 

 6:30pm  Admin Council Meeting 

 

 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Scan for Online Giving 

Centreville United 
Methodist Church 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Contemporary Family Service 8:40 a.m. 

Traditional Service 11:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 7:00 p.m. 

Nursery Services Available 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
Kid Zone during 8:40 a.m. Service 

CYM (Centreville Youth Ministries) 

Sunday 5:30 

High School Bible Study, 

1st Wednesday Of The Month 7:00 p.m. 
 

Contact Information 
(410) 758-0868 

Fax (410) 758-1248 
www.centreville-umc.com 


