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Our Mission Is To Make Disciples For Jesus Christ!

Purple Spotlight
By Pastor Chris

“Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”
1 Peter 5:8

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you:
Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and
repent of your sin? I do.
Do you accept the freedom and power God gives
you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in
whatever forms they present themselves?
I do.
Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put
your whole trust in his grace, and promise to
serve him as your Lord, in union with the Church
which Christ has opened to people of all ages,
nations, and races? I do.
Sound familiar? Those are the United Methodist
baptismal vows. They declare a change of allegiance—an intentional move from the kingdom of
darkness to the Kingdom of light. They expose a
spiritual reality—that the world we live in is heavily influenced by forces of “evil, injustice and oppression.” And as ambassadors for Christ, we
are to shed God’s light on this world and advance His Kingdom.
Now that is a lot of theological wording and
thought—but what does that look like in every
day life? What forms do evil, injustice and oppression present themselves today?

Observer (August 8, 2018), overdose deaths in
QA have more than doubled this year. Recent
reports from the Drug Task force show 86 overdoses so far this year resulting in 16 deaths.
Shedding light on this evil requires educating
ourselves and others on the facts of drug use
and abuse, the dangers of prescription painkillers
(4 out of 5 people who use heroin started with
recreational use of prescription painkillers), addressing a culture of hopelessness and escapism, understanding how opioids mess with the
wiring of the brain, and the role big pharmacy
companies have played in helping spread this
epidemic (this is a justice issue as well).
Our church is a community partner with the
Queen Anne’s County Drug-Free Coalition and
we are helping rollout QAC Goes Purple (see
insert on page 3). In September, we will kick off
this initiative with our new prayer table at the
entrance to the sanctuary. This prayer table will
change month by month with a different prayer
focus—and September will be Opioid addiction.
We are asking you to pray and to engage in specific ways within our community—details will be
on the table. We are also planning special lunch
and learn events and speakers in the year to
come.

As we expose God’s light on this evil, may we
also be ready to share with people the healing
and wholeness that comes from our relationship
with Jesus Christ. True joy, strength, freedom
and power comes from our Savior—it is in His
We are experiencing the deadliest drug epidemname that lives are transformed.
ic in our nation’s history. Overdoses have become the leading cause of accidental deaths in Love God and Love People!
people younger than 50. According to the Record
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The Quest for Intimacy with the Jesus
Dale Becraft

When pursuing the life of a disciple, we often get focused on
learning what to do. We think of ministry in terms of doing;
preaching, teaching, healing the sick, casting out demons, as
well as meeting the physical, social, and emotional needs of
mankind. As a Christian disciple, we get concerned with pursuing the call. What is it that Jesus wants us to do? This obviously is important, but it is not the most important part of
the life of a disciple. It is the reality that the call of Jesus is a
call to Himself. In Matthew 10:1 it says, “Jesus called the
twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out
impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.” The
call was one of relationship, out of which ministry came. In the gospel accounts, the same process was followed with the calling and sending of the seventy-two. First the call to relationship
and then the assignment to ministry. Everything that we do with Jesus must flow out of that intimacy with the Master. I know from both a practical and a doctrinal perspective how important
this quest is for a life of genuine discipleship.
I once learned that intimacy is directly proportional to self-disclosure. The amount of yourself
that you are willing to reveal controls how intimate that you can be. This takes a commitment to
spending time together, learning likes and dislikes. This is true of human relationships. It is
equally true in relationship with God. Fortunately, we have a God who is willing to fully reveal
Himself to us. Jesus calls his disciples to be with Him in relationship. It is a call to spend time in
His Presence. We must listen to His heart for mankind before He sends us out to minister. We
are to be His eye witnesses on the things that He said and did before we are sent out to say and
do as he did. We must know His heart for the world, that the Father had sent Him not to condemn the world but rather to save it. (John 3:17) The only place that this can truly be learned is
by spending time in His Presence. Let me encourage you to make developing a passionate love
relationship with Jesus your life priority.

Prayer Ministry Opportunities
Intercessory Prayer
Monday
7:00 P.M.
Tuesday
10:00 A.M.
School of Healing
Tuesday
6:30 P.M.
Healing Room
Saturdays
10:00 A.M.
(By appointment through the church
office)
Healing Service
4th Sunday 7:00 P.M.

Help spread the Good
News of God’s love to
children in need! By packing a shoebox full of simple
gifts and sending it off with
prayer, you can be part of
transforming entire families
and communities around
the world with the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. Many recipients also go on to participate in our 12-lesson
follow-up Bible study
course, The Greatest Journey.
Look for details on how
to help in upcoming
weekly announcements.
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Haven Ministries opened the second location at CUMC in July. The
event was attended by 69 community members who fed 169 people in
their households. There were many fresh fruits (cantaloupe and watermelon) and vegetables (corn, cabbage) available as well as meats and
many nonperishable items. Each person received several weeks of
food. A big thank you to the 20 plus volunteers who helped with this
event! If you are
interested in volunteering at the Haven Ministries Food Pantries,
please sign up online: haven-ministries.org under the tab: "Other
Things We Do" or call Krista at 410-739-4363.
Haven Ministries' Board Members are truly grateful to the
ongoing relationship with CUMC and all of the other QAC Churches!
Thanks for partnering with us to help our neighbors!
***Remember, this is separate from the CUMC daytime Food Pantry
held the first Wednesday of the month from 10-Noon! Volunteers are needed for this pantry as well.

NEWSLETTER PICTURES

SUNDAY SCHOOL

We are always looking for pictures to
place in the newsletter for everyone to
see the various activities going on in the
church. If you have any pictures from
church services, trips, groups, events,
etc. and would like to share them in the
newsletter please send them to Doug
Witt: dwitt@centreville-umc.com Any
amount of pictures are appreciated.

Sunday School will begin on Sunday September 9 at 9:50a.m. Pre-12th grade are welcome.
Please join us in the sanctuary for some information about the upcoming year.

QAC Goes Purple is a substance abuse awareness
program that will engage our community and youth
to stand against substance abuse.
The project is based upon THP Project Purple, an
initiative of The Herren Project, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit foundation established by former NBA basketball player, Chris Herren, that assists individuals and
families struggling with addiction.
QAC Goes Purple is an initiative from the Queen
Anne's County Office of the Sheriff and Queen
Anne's County Drug-Free Coalition, in partnership
with the Opioid Intervention Team/Queen Anne's
County Department of Health, Queen Anne's County
Commissioners; and Queen Anne's County Public
Schools.
More information on THP Project Purple is available
at www.thpprojectpurple.org.
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KID ZONE
Kid Zone Fall Session reopens on September 9, 2018 during the 8:40 service. We are excited to
announce several changes to the program to enhance our children’s Christian Education and
worship experience. We welcome new staff members to the Kid Zone program. Donna and
Chelsea Ambrose will join our teaching staff effective September 9th. We are excited to have
them with us. Their work with our children during Vacation Bible School for the past two
years has proven their enthusiasm and skill in working with our children. Donna and Chelsea will
lead our children on the 3rd Sunday of Month, with Patty Torre being the lead teacher on the 4th
Sunday and Janie Nickle will be the lead teacher on the 2nd Sunday.
To allow children to experience worship as part of the larger church community, we will
not have Kid Zone on the 1st and 5th Sunday. Monitoring our attendance at KidZone
over the past two years has confirmed that many parents prefer to have their children
with them during our communion service.
We are pleased to announce that we are starting a new curriculum this year. We will be using
the Seedbed Kids program “Trackers of Truth.” This is a three year program that takes the children for a 52 week journey through the Old Testament, followed by 52 weeks in the New Testament and a 52 week Discipleship module. We are moving our worship and learning activities
from the Fellowship Hall to the Advent Room in the Sunday School wing. KID Zone opens at
8:30. Please drop your children off prior to the opening of worship so they can be a part of our
Children’s Worship service prior to Kid Zone. You can meet your children in the Fellowship Hall
at the end of the service. Children ages 4 through 5th grade are encouraged to attend Kid Zone
on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Sundays of the month as we learn to discover the truth found in God’s
word as “Trackers of Truth.” We are using the Adventure Bible for this program. If your child
has the Adventure Bible, please encourage them to bring their Bible each week as we will be
learning how to explore God’s word as part of our program.
If you have any questions about our “Trackers of Truth” series, please contact Janie
Nickle at 804-347-5234 or by email at vjnickle@gmail.com .

SPRC Needs Your Input
The Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC)
has a primary purpose of assisting the Pastor(s)
and staff in accessing their gifts and setting priorities for leadership and service.
SPRC also provides evaluations annually for the
use of the pastor(s) and staff.
We need your input. Tell us of the many blessings given, or any concerns members have regarding pastor(s) or staff.
Email us at warrenwright974@gmail.com, or contact other SPRC members: Robbin Twilley, Bobbi
Graef, Jen MacGlashan, Laura Phillips, Mary
Shipley, Rhonda Knotts or Dale Becraft
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Hey everyone!
The Lord is working in powerful ways this season for the youth in Queen Anne’s County and at Centre-ville United
Methodist Church. Partnership in the body of Christ between our church and Young Life has allowed us to offer
more outreach to teens in the area than ever before. Each week, Middle School and High School Students are invited to Youth Group at Centreville United Methodist Church prior to the evening service where they play games, eat
snacks, and hear God’s word.
Through partnership with Young Life, we are also ministering to High School Students each week on Tuesdays and
Thursdays through “Club” and “Campaigners.” Club happens on Tuesdays, it is a “party with a purpose,” where kids
who know Jesus help put together a party for the “furthest out kid” to come have a blast and hear the gospel presented in a way everyone understands and relates. Campaigners happens on Thursdays. It is an opportunity for the
same kids to dive deeper into the good news of Jesus Christ. To grow in their faith and learn to get into the Word
like never before. This time in the word is sup-plemented by an additional Bible Study for High School Students at
the parsonage the first Wednesday of every month!
In the midst of all these great things is the most important part. A team of adult leaders are doing contact work, entering the lives of kids daily, from sports games to dance recitals, to just getting coffee, and even by substitute
teaching in the schools, Jesus is being shared by doing life together. 1 Thessalonians 2:8 says “so we cared for
you. Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives
as well.” We get to do life together with the kids and be the hands and feet of Christ.
Church, we get the amazing opportunity to share the good news of Jesus Christ with the young people who shape
tomorrow. What an honor and a privilege! If you would like to be a part of ministering to the youth in our area, please
let us know! You can contact me (Rudy) at 410-708-7761 (cell) or by email at rdraper@centreville-umc.com Whether it is through the sharing of resources, volunteering with the youth in our church or in Young Life, or serving on a
committee, you could help!
Stay tuned for excited things to come in the future!
UPDATE: In June we took 41 high school
students to Rockbridge Young Life Camp in
Goshen, Virginia where students got to hear and respond to the good news of Jesus Christ!
-Rudy

If you are anywhere from Middle School to Young Adult age and want to join a small
group Bible Study - sign up today!
“Base Camp: Basics Of The Faith” will be a 4 week study beginning on September
9, 2018. This study will dive deeper into the basic foundation of what following Jesus
means!
We will meet on Sundays at 5:30 pm at Centreville United Methodist Church and
the groups will be led by adult small group leaders within the church.
This is a small commitment - only 4 weeks, that I highly recommend for anyone seeking to grow in their faith.
To sign up, text/ call Rudy at 410 708 7761
*It is not necessary to be a member of CUMC, or any church, to join the study!
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Backpacks For Kids 2018-2019
As we begin to welcome our students, teachers and administrators back to school, the Backpacks for Kids program has been busy preparing for another successful school year of serving
those in need. We anticipate serving 40+ students in our area schools this year with weekend
bags of nutritious foods consisting of 2 breakfast items, 2 lunch items, 2 fruits, 2 snack items,
and 2 100% fruit juices.
To help us kick off the new school year, we are in need of the following items: 100% fruit juice
boxes • single serve applesauce/fruit cups • small boxes of cereal • pop tarts • cans of soup/
tuna • granola bars/cereal bars. When your out doing your shopping at Sam’s Club, Costco, or
our local grocery stores, consider grabbing a needed item to donate to this ministry. A black bin
labeled “BACKPACKS” is located in the Fellowship Hall where donations of food items and gently used grocery bags may be dropped off.
A huge thank you to all who continue to help support this program’s success by way of volunteering your time in helping to pack and deliver the weekly bags of food, monetary donations,
food donations, and your prayers. The Backpacks program continues to help these children
know others care about their wellbeing and they are not alone in their struggle.
If you would like to become involved in the Backpacks For Kids outreach program or would like
additional information on how you or your organization can help, please contact Kimberly Starkey at 410-490-0052 or email starkeykimberly@yahoo.com

Market to Meal Time Launches for our Food Pantry Customers
Food NET ( Nutrition Education Team) joined with CUMC Food Pantry volunteers to offer the
regular pantry shopping with a Healthy Tasting of Zucchini Bites. Customers tasted the appetizer size bites and then were given a recycle grocery bag with the recipe, fresh ingredients, and a
can opener. Each month customers will have the opportunity to taste a new seasonal recipe.
Customers left smiling with their new found taste buds and groceries for their pantry. The tastings will expand in October to include the third Friday Haven Ministries pantry. The team is planning for the Fall and Winter to include slow cooker economical meals.
We welcome new volunteers from our Church family to join the food NET team. Contact April
Sharp at aprilasharp2727@gmail.com or at 410-490-5027 for details.

Sunday,
September
9th
Pray for Our
Schools!

Gathered around the tasting table are: Ashley
McLaughlin, April Sharp, Linda Evans, Peggy
Fleisher, Diane Shaffer, and June Thomas.

Look for Details in
Announcements!

September 2018
Page 7

Sight & Sound Trip
Summer Movie Night

When you come to church on Sundays, take a look at your
friends who normally sit around you – notice anyone missing?
Has there been a familiar face who always seems to be in
church yet you haven’t seen them for a while? If so, please let
us know! We try to reach out to anyone who has been absent,
but many times it’s hard to keep track of everyone for various
reasons. That’s where you can help! Let us know if someone is
missing so we can let them know they are missed. All you need
to do is reach out to the church office, Pastor Chris, or Pastor
Robyn. Many thanks!

Meet Our Team
Chris Pettit, Pastor
Robyn Brown, Associate Pastor
Tammi Clark, Office Manager
Charlene S. Brown, Membership Secretary
Doug Witt, Newsletter
Rudy Draper, Youth Director
Jodi Bortz, Music Director
Will Covington, Technology Director

“

CPettit@centreville-umc.com
RBrown@centreville-umc.com
TClark@centreville-umc.com
CSmallwoodbrown@centreville-umc.com
DWitt@centreville -umc.com
RDraper@centreville-umc.com
JBortz@centreville-umc.com
WCovington@centreville-umc.com

Centreville United Methodist Church
608 Church Hill Road
Centreville, MD 21617
www.centreville-umc.com
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Scan for Online Giving

Centreville United
Methodist Church
SUNDAY WORSHIP
Contemporary Family Service 8:40 a.m.
Traditional Service 11:00 a.m.
Contemporary Service 7:00 p.m.
Nursery Services Available
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
Kid Zone during 8:40 a.m. Service
Sunday School 9:50 a.m.
(plus two adult classes)
CYM (Centreville Youth Ministries)
Sunday 5:30
High School Bible Study,
1st Wednesday Of The Month 7:00 p.m.

Contact Information
(410) 758-0868

Fax (410) 758-1248
www.centreville-umc.com

SEPTEMBER AT GLANCE
Sept 3- Labor Day
Sept 5- 10:00 AM
12:00 PM
Sept 9- 9:50AM
Sept 10- 6:30 PM
Sept 11- 5:30 PM
6:30 PM
Sept 21- 5:30 PM
Sept 24- 12:00 PM
6:30 PM
Sept 25- 6:30 PM
Sept 26- 1:00 PM
Sept 29- 8:00 AM

Church Office Closed
CUMC Food Pantry
Lunch & Learn
Sunday School Begins
Trustees Mtg
SPRC Mtg
UMM Mtg
Haven Ministries Food Pantry
Blood Bank
Worship Mtg
Leadership Mtg
Outreach Mtg
Lay Academy

All dates are subject to change. Please confirm with the Church Office or Ministry Chair.

We will be bringing our Sunday evening service to a close on Sept. 16th. This change
does not impact the Healing Service held the last Sunday evening of the month at 7pm

Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

