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MESSENGER
Our Mission Is To Make Disciples For Jesus Christ!

Uber as a Means of Grace
by Pastor Chris

him resettle and how thankful he was to live
in America and raise his family in safety.

I write this article from Nashville, Tennessee
having just arrived in town for the New
Room Conference, a gathering of pastors
and church leaders from across denominational lines who desire to be part of a spiritual awakening in our world today. I look forward to gathering some new ideas, listening
to some great speakers, and worshipping
our Lord over the next few days. These
kinds of events provide the time and space
to step back and see what God is up to in
the Church today. God is always at work,
always redeeming His people, always entering into everyday life and calling people to
Himself – it just seems harder sometimes to
notice in the middle of our everyday routines. Our world can become small when we
don’t move very far and our daily calendar
fills up with things that need our attention.
Maybe that is why Jesus walked around so
much?

In a short twenty-minute ride, God quickly
bridged a common bond that allowed us to
have a real, authentic conversation with Lui.
I asked him if he enjoyed being an Uber
driver, he said it was a means of survival.
Lui has a Master’s degree in Public Health
and had recently returned from an extended
period of time in Sudan working for USAID
and providing health to his people. But because of his family name, and the tribal conflicts that now disrupt peace, he had to return to Nashville and wait for the next opportunity. In America, it is difficult for employers
to see past “refugee”, so he does what he
can to support his family. Meanwhile, his
daughter is pursuing her dream to be a doctor, and his two sons are establishing themselves in the areas of finance and law. Lui
worships at a Lutheran church, he misses
eating foods cooked the Sudanese way (his
kids like American style dishes), and gives
God thanks for all his blessings. As we parted ways, Lui asked that I pray for Sudan,
that his people would know peace. I could
see in his eyes the weight of the war that he
continues to carry.

As soon as we landed, God made his presence known. Our Uber driver, Lui, happily
met us at the loading zone and threw our
luggage in his trunk. I could tell from his accent that he was from Africa and likely migrated to the U.S. at some point in his life.
As he drove, Krista and I struck up conversation with him and learned that he had
lived in the U.S. for 23 years, almost half his
life, and that he had indeed resettled here
from Southern Sudan. He asked if I knew
anything about Sudan and I shared that I
was familiar with the long fought war between the predominately Arab Muslim North
and the African Christian South, the plight of
the “Lost Boys” of Sudan, and that I had
worked for World Relief for a time, a Christian humanitarian organization that helped
resettle some Sudanese refugees. He
shared that it was World Relief that helped

God is redeeming people everyday. Maybe
we need to walk around more and engage in
some meaningful conversation to see it.
Spiritual Awakening arises when we
begin to see God at work among us and
decide to join in. I know my plan is to be
more intentional in breaking routines and
engaging others, I encourage you to do so
as well.
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DO NOT FEAR
Dale Becraft
CUMC Prayer Ministries
Genesis 26:24 – That night the Lord appeared to him and
said, ‘I am the God of your father Abraham. Do not be afraid,
for I am with you; I will bless you and will increase the number of your descendants for the sake of my servant Abraham.’
In this passage, Isaac has gone to Beer-sheba which was
near the watershed between the Mediterranean and the Salt
Sea. The night after his arrival, in a dream or vision, God appeared to Isaac and said, "I am the God of your father Abraham." Isaac is reminded of the relationship that his father had with God. That relationship still
exists as God reveals to Isaac that “I AM the God of your father and that Abraham is far nearer
to him now than he could be when he was on earth "The God of Abraham" is another name for
Yahweh. As he had said to Abraham after his victory over the four kings, he now speaks to
Isaac, “Do not be afraid.” But the most important understanding is the reason for the courage, “I
am with you; I will bless you and will increase the number of your descendants…” This is reassurance of the promises of God given to Abraham. The same promise has been made to us. Jesus has promised that He will never leave us but remain with us even until the end of the age.
There will continue to be an increase in spiritual sons and daughters as more and more people
come to Christ. When fear tries to enter into your circumstances, remember the promise of God
and “Do not be afraid.”
There is a reality that it is a human tendency to become afraid when we face troubles, hardships, illnesses. and the like. It is important to remember in those times the promises of God,
especially that He is always with us and brings with Him all authority and power to deal with
what we cannot. So trust God at all times and do not be afraid!
Prayer: Father, I thank you that you are with me and that you are blessing me according to your
promises. Use me to increase your number of spiritual children. It is because of you that I boldly
confess that I will not be afraid. In Jesus Name! Amen!

Prayer Ministry Opportunities
Intercessory Prayer
Monday
7:00 P.M.
Tuesday
10:00 A.M..
Healing Room
Saturdays

10:00 A.M. (By appointment through the church office)

Healing Service
4th Sunday 7:00 P.M.
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Haven Ministries Homeless Shelter is opening October
1, 2018 - April 2019.
Church Coordinators are receiving dates to supply food
and volunteers. Please look for volunteer opportunities
soon!

TRUNK OR TREAT
We are looking for people to decorate the trunk of their cars with fall decorations
and provide goodies to hand out to trick-or-treaters. Cars will need to be placed in
the CUMC parking lot and decorated between 5pm and 5: 30 pm on October 31st.
Please RSVP your car to Krista: kristapettit@gmail.com or 410-739-4363
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Outreach:
Reaching out into our Community to make a difference

By Larisa Thomas h410-758-2144/c240-994-5042

Volunteer for Homeless Resource Day:
Make A Difference Day November 3rd

Upcoming Outreach Opportunities For Our Make a Difference Day is a County Level Resource Day where organizations come to one place
Congregation:
Saturdays
Oct. 19
Oct. 24
Oct 31
Nov 3
Nov 15/16
Nov 17
Nov 18
Dec. 1-3
KIUMC

Habitat for Humanity Build at 314 Little Kidwell
3:30 PM Haven Ministries Food Bank at CUMC
1:30 PM Chicken BBQ Assembly Line Help
5:15
Trunk or Treat at the Church
8:30-1:30 Volunteer for Make a Difference Day
5-8 PM Feed A Family Turkey Meals Due
9-1 PM Volunteer to Deliver Turkey Meals
Christmas Shoeboxes due
6p-12a Volunteer to Staff/Feed Shelter at

CUMC Food Pantry Update and Opportunities
First, we want to thank Bob and Linda Scheina for
doing such incredible work with our Food Pantry for
the past few years. Upon their ‘retirement’, we have
transitioned into several new cooperatives that
have been highlighted in last month’s newsletter.
Haven Ministry helps run a Maryland Food Bank
Drop sponsored by our church on the third Friday of
each month. Volunteers of all ages are needed to
help bag perishable food as well as pull carts for
our guests.

to assist the homeless and working poor of Queen
Anne's County. Some of the resources include
health screenings, dental care, haircuts, housing
services, electric assistance, mental health info,
etc. Food is also served this day. Goodies such as
toiletries, winter wear, and baby items are also distributed. Volunteers are needed to help make this a
success. This year’s event will be held at
Sudlersville Middle School Saturday November 3rd
from 8:30 am until 1:30 pm. Adult volunteers will
help walk with guests, and high school volunteers
will help serve food. Training will be provided. To
volunteer, please contact Larisa Thomas.

Shelter Staffing This Winter
It is again time for us to focus on Haven Ministries
Homeless Shelter, which is run out of Kent Island
UMC. CUMC’s dates to help out are Dec. 1-3, Jan.
2-5, Feb. 15-19, and March 11-14. We need 2 volunteers for the 6PM to midnight shift for each night
(one must be female). The main part of this job is
just hanging out and is a great time to catch up on
your reading, or you can jump in on a game of Mexican Train Dominoes with the Guests.

To sign up visit www. Havensministries.org and go
to the bottom of ‘Other Things We Do’ tab.
Dinner is provided by a member of our church, who
will cook and serve a meal for 10 to 20 people stayWe still have our traditional ‘CUMC’ food pantry the ing at the shelter. It does not have to fancy; in fact,
first Wednesday of each month. We have now tran- plain home cooking is great! Some past dinners
sitioned into our cooperative with Food NET included chili, soup, spaghetti, hot dogs, and casse(Nutrition Education Training), which teaches roles, whatever you feel like cooking. Feel free to
healthy eating and cooking demonstration. April ring a few family members or friends to help serve
Sharp, who heads this team, is still looking for sev- (although we need to limit it to 6-7 at most, so we
eral people to staff her team. Our CUMC Food Pan- don’t intimidate the guests). All youth volunteers
try has an opening for an individual to assist our under 18 years of age must stay with an adult at all
guests with selecting food; contact Larisa for more times and leave the shelter by 8 PM. We will also
information.
be looking for some casserole makers to help with
some November Dinners. Let us know if you want
Donations needed for the CUMC Food Bank:
Low on cereal, juice, & canned fruit. Always need: to be added to our ‘Potential Casserole Cooker’
contact list.
canned meat, & laundry detergent
Thank you, we currently do have enough vegetables ☺
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bring a few family members or friends to help serve (although we need to limit it to 6-7 at most, so we
don’t intimidate the guests). All youth volunteers under 18 years of age must stay with an adult at all
times and leave the shelter by 8 PM. We will also be looking for some casserole makers to help with
some November Dinners. Let us know if you want to be added to our ‘Potential Casserole Cooker’ contact list.
We are using a new sign up system this year! Signups will be done through a link on our CUMC website
via SignUp Genius. This is the program CUMC will be using for many registrations. If you need help registering, call Larisa and she will gladly do it for you.

CORSICA HILLS SCHEDULE FOR 2018-2019
Emily Parry 410-758-1291
DATE

GROUP

LEADER

October 14, 2018

Adult SS Class

Dukes Meeks

November 11, 2018

Chancel Choir

Jodi Bortz

December 9, 2018

United Meth. Men

Tom Scull

January 13, 2019

Young Adult SS

Barry Ebersole

February 10, 2019

United Meth. Women

Phyllis Hoffman

March 10, 2019

Volunteers needed

April 14, 2019

Prayer

May 12, 2019

Volunteers needed

June 9, 2019

Volunteers needed

July 14, 2019

Volunteers needed

August 11, 2019

Volunteers needed

David & Pat Beecher

Dear Friends:
This is a tentative schedule for the worship services at Corsica Hills Nursing Home held on the 2nd
Sunday of each month, at 2:30 p.m. As you can see from the schedule, we need helpers with this service. If you are looking for a way to serve and be blessed as well, we welcome you. Ways to help: singers, readers of Scripture, helpers for residents to find pages in the songbook, warm smiles and greetings
for all attending. The services are informal but we do make every effort to provide a church-like setting.
Please contact Emily Parry at 410-758-1291 if you want to serve in this ministry.

CHICKEN BBQ
The United Methodist Men’s chicken BBQ will be Wednesday,
October 24th. The tickets will cost $9.00. The dinner this year
will consist of 1/2 chicken, baked potato, salad, salad dressing
and a roll. Tickets will be available in the Narthex in beginning in
October!
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The Sower Student Ministries is offering 4 week Small Group Bible Studies
on Sundays at 5:30pm. Week 3 of “Base Camp; Basics of the Faith” is
September 23, and Week 4 is September 30. Sign up for this study or the
next, “The Church: Belonging to Something Big” which will begin on October 14th!
Every 5th week we will do something to take a break and fellowship! Join us
Sunday, October 7th on a trip to Skyzone Trampoline Park in Newark
Delaware! More details to come!
Sower Student Ministries Weekly Schedule (Student Ministries Now includes College/Young
Adults)
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm : Small Group Studies for Middle, High, and College/ Young Adult
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm : Student Worship/ Fellowship (Worship Service open to all)

BACKPACKS FOR KIDS 2018-2019
As we begin to welcome our students, teachers and administrators back to school,
the Backpacks for Kids program has been busy preparing for another successful
school year of serving those in need. We anticipate serving 40+ students in our area schools this year with weekend bags of nutritious foods consisting of 2 breakfast
items, 2 lunch items, 2 fruits, 2 snack items, and 2 100% fruit juices.
To help us kick off the new school year, we are in need of the following items: 100% fruit juice boxes •
single serve applesauce/fruit cups • small boxes of cereal • pop tarts • cans of soup/tuna • granola bars/
cereal bars. When your out doing your shopping at Sam’s Club, Costco, or our local grocery stores, consider grabbing a needed item to donate to this ministry. A black bin labeled “BACKPACKS” is located in
the Fellowship Hall where donations of food items and gently used grocery bags may be dropped off.
A huge thank you to all who continue to help support this program’s success by way of volunteering your
time in helping to pack and deliver the weekly bags of food, monetary donations, food donations, and
your prayers. The Backpacks program continues to help these children know others care about their
wellbeing and they are not alone in their struggle.
If you would like to become involved in the Backpacks For Kids outreach program or would like additional information on how you or your organization can help, please contact Kimberly Starkey at 410-4900052 or email starkeykimberly@yahoo.com
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UNITED METOHDIST WOMEN
The Methodist Women will hold a bake sale during the Methodist Men's Barbeque on Wednesday, October 24th. We are asking for donations of your goodies to sell. We know you all have some delicious recipes that you can whip up
for us. We ask all items be at the church by 2:00 p.m. for pricing and display. All
proceeds will benefit the Women's Scholarship Fund for the 2019 Church
Graduating Seniors. Many thanks for your help. Many blessings to all.

oCTOBER 2018
Page 8

Characteristics of a Good Steward (article excerpt)
By Chuck Bentley, Crown Financial Ministries, crown.org
July 20, 2018
Understanding True Stewardship
Stewardship is commonly misunderstood. It’s not just about getting out of debt or sticking to a
budget. It’s much more than just writing a tithe check every month.
Andrew Murray summed it up this way: The world asks, “What does a man own?” Christ asks,
“How does he use it?
Larry Burkett described it like this: When we surrender every area of our lives, including our finances, to God, then we are free to trust Him to meet our needs. But if we would rather hold
tightly to those things that we possess, then we find ourselves in bondage to those very things.
Jesus gave us important financial principles in The Parable of the Talents found in Matthew 25.
In this parable, it is clear that we have the responsibility to manage His property. We’re not
the owners of what we have, we’re simply temporary managers. And how seriously we take that
responsibility will determine if we are faithful or unfaithful stewards.
Stewardship Doesn’t End Here
Few people truly understand how serious stewardship is. The rewards of good stewardship are
eternal. As much as Christians desire to hear the words, “Well done, good and faithful servant,” I
wonder how many know that those words are reserved for the faithful stewards!
Stewardship means we don’t consume all we have been given on ourselves, but have preserved
some for others. Those who multiplied what was given to them were commended for their good
work (see Matthew 25:14-30) because there were resources available to help and bless those
who cannot work. The good stewards were willing and able to give to the hungry, thirsty, sick,
prisoners, orphans, widows and aliens to show God’s love to the hurting.
Heaven will involve more stewardship responsibility! It won’t be a celestial vacation spent fishing
over the edge of a cloud. It’s where the body of Christ will have the awesome privilege of serving
the Creator, Owner, and Master of the Universe for all eternity. The faithful stewards on Earth
will be put in charge of cities in Heaven where they will continue to work and serve as stewards
of God Almighty.
How to Recognize a Good Steward
So, a faithful steward can be summed up as:
 One who recognizes that God owns everything
 One who faithfully manages resources according to biblical principles
 One who intentionally multiplies resources and uses them for God’s glory
 One who gives cheerfully, saves consistently, invests wisely, and avoids debt
 One who works as unto the Lord
The character of the steward consists of being humble, wise, loving,
cheerful, content, grateful and disciplined.
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The Sower Student Ministries

Base Camp: The Basics Of The Faith Study

Meet Our Team
Chris Pettit, Pastor
Robyn Brown, Associate Pastor
Tammi Clark, Office Manager
Charlene S. Brown, Membership Secretary
Doug Witt, Newsletter
Rudy Draper, Youth Director
Jodi Bortz, Music Director
Will Covington, Technology Director

CPettit@centreville-umc.com
RBrown@centreville-umc.com
TClark@centreville-umc.com
CSmallwoodbrown@centreville-umc.com
DWitt@centreville -umc.com
RDraper@centreville-umc.com
JBortz@centreville-umc.com
WCovington@centreville-umc.com

Centreville United Methodist Church
608 Church Hill Road
Centreville, MD 21617
www.centreville-umc.com
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Centreville United
Methodist Church
SUNDAY WORSHIP
Contemporary Family Service 8:40 a.m.
Traditional Service 11:00 a.m.
Nursery Services Available
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
Kid Zone during 8:40 a.m. Service
Sunday School 9:50 a.m.
(plus two adult classes)
CYM (Centreville Youth Ministries)
Sunday 5:30

OCTOBER AT GLANCE
October 3rd
October 9th
October 15th
October 19th
October 22nd
October 23rd
October 24th
October 24th
October 31st

10:00 AM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
5:30 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
1:00 PM
3:00 PM
6:00 PM

CUMC Food Pantry
UMM Meeting
Finance Meeting
Haven Ministries Food Pantry
Worship/Music Planning
Administrative Council Meeting
Outreach Meeting
UMM Chicken BBQ/UMW Bake Sale
Trunk-Or-Treat

All dates are subject to change. Please confirm with the Church Office or Ministry Chair.

Contact Information
(410) 758-0868

Fax (410) 758-1248
www.centreville-umc.com
Scan for Online Giving

Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

