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THE MESSENGER 
Sharing Jesus at Camp 

 

 

AROUND THE Church 

Deaf Camp residents participate 
in a Bible drama. 

Summer campers at 
Pecometh beating the heat! 

CUMC servants helping build a 
Habitat for Humanity home.  

I’m writing this article during my week as Spiritual 
Director at Camp Pecometh.  It is a great change of 
pace; every day I have the 
honor of teaching Bible study 
and playing some fun games 
with a rotation of six specialty 
camps.  The girls taking part in 
Horseback camp love to talk 
(not necessarily about the topic 
at hand), but they also ask 
some deep questions and you can see them pondering 
how Jesus’ teachings apply to their day to day lives.  
The middle school boys of Chester River Trek camp are 
a diverse and wild bunch who love clowning around, 
and they have become a tight-knit group who look out 
for one another.  When they dig into the scripture – you 
just never know what question is going to come up!  

Every night, we all come together at the Outdoor 
Chapel for Vespers (evening prayer service).  It is a 
time to reflect on the day’s lesson, for a couple of 
groups to perform skits, sing songs, and listen to a brief 
message.  My hope is that this week, as these youth 
live life together – at times getting along and having a 
blast, at times dealing with drama, at times feeling a 
little home sick – that in the midst of camp life, they 
catch a glimpse of Jesus and know that God loves them 
– just the way they are.   

Tonight is the Galilean Service – the campers will have 
an opportunity to commit themselves or recommit 
themselves to Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  
They will then light candles and set them before the 
cross as the sun sets. A beautiful service that can be a 
turning point for many youth. 

Centreville UMC – thank you for sending young children 
and teens to camp! Thanks to our generous camp 
scholarships from both the UM Men and the Bunny 

continued next page 
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Bay Area YoungLife Golf Tournament 2019 
YoungLife needs you!!  Come join us on the beautiful Queenstown Golf Course 
on Friday, August 23rd.  Tee off is 9:30 AM.  Enjoy breakfast sandwiches prior 
to tee time, unlimited drinks throughout, and a meal following the round.  There 
will be competitions, fun, and prizes as we enjoy this fundraising event to 
benefit local Young Life!  Your business can also sponsor this event.  Register 
at bayarea.youngife.org, by the Facebook link or scroll to the bottom of the 
homepage to the "Golf Tournament" register link.  There are also brochures 
with all information in the Narthex.  Breakfast and registration begins at 8:00 
AM!  $125 per player. 

Worshipers targeted by gift card scam 
July 29, 2019 
by Colleen Tressler, Consumer Education Specialist, FTC  
 
We’re seeing a new spin on gift card scams. This time, scammers are pretending to be a pastor, 
rabbi, priest, imam, or bishop. They’re asking worshipers for gift card contributions for a worthy 
cause. Appeals are often made by email, but we’ve heard people are also getting texts and phone 
calls, too.  

The bogus emails often include the name of the local pastor and a legitimate looking email 
address. But a closer look should raise some red flags. For example, the email address isn’t the 
one normally used by the church, and the service provider is different, too. The message may 
begin with a simple “Hi,” but doesn’t include a recipients’ name. There also may be spelling errors, 
including the pastor’s name.  

The imposter asks you to buy a popular gift card — frequently, iTunes, Google Play, or Amazon — 
and then asks for the gift card number and PIN on the back of the card. Those numbers let the 
scammer immediately get the money you loaded onto the card. And once that’s done, the 
scammer and your money are gone, usually without a trace. 

If you or someone you know paid a scammer with a gift card, report it as soon as possible. Call the 
card company and tell them the gift card was used in a scam. Then, tell the FTC about it at 
ftc.gov/complaint. Your reports may help law enforcement agencies launch investigations that 
could stop imposters and other fraudsters in their track. 

Mears Memorial managed by 
the Centreville Methodist 
Women, we help send several 
youth every summer to either 
Camp Pecometh or YoungLife 
Camp.   It is during these 
special weeks in a loving 
Christ-filled community that 
lives are changed and new 
Christ followers are formed.  
All part of our mission to “make 
disciples of Jesus Christ!” 

Pastor Chris Pettit 

Camp… 

http://bayarea.youngife.org/
https://www.ftc.gov/complaint
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   Did you know?  
 The Sower Worship service isn’t just a “Youth Service,” it’s a 

place where young and old can come together and praise the 
Lord!  

 The Sower Ministry has two primary objectives in doing mission 
inside and outside of our church. Evangelism and Church 
Renewal. We want to share the good news of Jesus Christ with 
the lost and encourage growth in disciples everywhere.  

 The Sower Worship band is a mix of Adults and Students. We 
have 2-4 amazing High School Students in the band each week!  

 The Sower has a team available to visit other churches for 
revivals and other worship experiences. Not just in the church, 
but in community areas like parks!  

What does the church need? by Pastor Rudy Draper 

In recent times, Christians have started to focus more on being “like the early church,” and for good 
reason. One look at Acts chapter 2 shows a group of people who came together in the name of Jesus in 
an amazing way. There is a lot we can learn from the early church; but the truth is, even the early 
church can become an idol, and not everything that worked for them will work for us. There is one 
thing that I am confident will work for us, however. The early church had a single-minded focus on 
Christ. Their sharing was centered on Jesus, their giving was centered on Jesus, their interaction with 
one another was focused on Jesus, and their lives were centered on Jesus. In his letter to the 
Colossians, Paul told the church they had Spiritual Fullness in Christ. They didn’t need Jesus and 
money, or Jesus and personality, or Jesus and coffee, they just needed Jesus. Paul tells the Colossians, 
and us, that Jesus wasn’t just enough to offer salvation, Jesus was enough, period. Jesus sufficiency 
didn’t stop at saving us; his sufficiency carries us into our lives with Christ. So, church, let us recall 
what Paul wrote to the Colossians in our church today – “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as 
Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you 
were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness” (Col. 2:6-7 NIV). 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee 

The SPRC, Staff Pastor Relations Committee, as liaisons 
between Pastors and Parish, continues to encourage open 
communication with the Pastors directly, and then with 
SPRC.   SPRC works closely with the Pastors, as well as 
with the District Superintendent.  We, as everyone, can 
strive toward betterment and will continue to work 
towards that goal as the church moves onward and 
outward to fulfill the mission of making disciples. 
 
Jen Nowak, Chairperson 
jgnowak@yahoo.com 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday school will begin on 
Sunday, September 8, 2019 
at 9:50a.m until 10:50 a.m.  If 

you have any questions 
about our program please 

contact Kim Parkerson.  

Email address is 
kimkeith@atlanticbb.net 
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Administrative 
Chairpersons 

Administrative Council: 
Gretchen Cheezum 

 
Staff Parish Relations: 

Jen Nowak 
 

Trustees: 
Henry Covington Jr. 

 
Finance: 

Todd Turner 
 

Lay Leader: 
Dale Becraft 

 

Chris Pettit 
Senior Pastor 

cpettit@centreville-umc.com 

Robyn Brown 
Associate Pastor 

rbrown@centreville-umc.com 

CLERGY 

Rudy Draper 
Pastor of Youth & Young Adults 

rdraper@centreville-umc.com 

Newsletter Ideas & Article Submissions should be sent to Doug 
Witt, Newsletter Editor at dwitt@centreville-umc.com. 

 

Church Email 
office@centerville-umc.org 

Sower Team celebrating 
Caitlin’s Birthday at Lion’s 
Den 

L to R: Doug Witt, Justin Ray, 
Rudy Draper, Tiffany Marr, 
Grace Sutherland, Riley 
Sutherland & Caitlin Mendez 
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Mission & Outreach 

Team 
Reaching out into our Community to make a 

difference 
By Larisa Thomas 410-758-2144 

cell 240-994-5042 
Upcoming Outreach Opportunities For Our 

Congregation: 

Sept 3 @ 6:30 PM  

Outreach Team Meeting – open for any interested in 
helping the community 

Donations needed for the CUMC Food Bank: 

We have run out of the following and can definitely 
use: canned meat, peanut butter, laundry detergent, 

toiletries, and cereals. We still do have enough 
vegetables and beans though. Thank you to all the 

people who donate food to our pantry! 

Seeking Organizers/Leaders: 

North Carolina Hurricane Rebuild  

UMCOR Hygiene Items Collection 

METHODIST WOMEN 
SCHOLARSHIPS: 

The Centreville Methodist Women awarded 
the following scholarships for the 2019-2020 

school year to our young adult church 
members. We congratulate all of the 

recipients and wish them much luck and 
success during their new endeavor. The 

essays these recipients wrote were amazing. 
They had to choose one of the Ten 

Commandments and write an essay. Hats off 
to all of them!!! 

Isaac Murdoch, Attending University of 
Maryland, Majoring in Aerospace 

Engineering 

Corey Higdon, II, Attending Chesapeake 
College, Majoring in becoming a surgeon 

Ryan Patrick Muller, Attending Salisbury 
University, Majoring in Accounting/Business 

Jason Thomas, Attending Kettering 
University, Majoring in Mechanical 

Engineering 

RICHARD W. PHILLIPS MEMORIAL FUND: 
The first Richard W. Phillips Scholarship was awarded to Corey Higdon II, who will be attending 

Chesapeake College, majoring in becoming a surgeon. Corey noted he was very thankful to be the 
first recipient of the Scholarship, as he truly looked up to Mr. Phillips and everything he had 

accomplished throughout life. He also noted Mr. Phillips had an amazing family, could fix almost 
anything and was the sweetest man to be around. Congratulations Corey. Mr. Phillips would be very 

proud! 

Save the Date!  Friday, September 6th, 6:30-8pm, the Community Connection Ministry Team will 
be hosting Parents Night Out! Parents of children ages 2-10 can enjoy a date night as their children 
are cared for in a safe environment and entertained here in our Fellowship Hall. Registration can 

be found on the church Facebook page or on Eventbrite.com. 
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Centreville United Methodist church 

608 Church Hill Rd. 
Centreville, Maryland 21617 

Centreville United Methodist Church       Love God. Love People. www.centreville-umc.com 

Sunday Worship:   8:40am Contemporary   11am Traditional    5:30 The Sower (Small Group followed by Worship)  

August At-A-Glance 
www.centreville-umc.com 

 
8/6 Prayer Team   10am 
8/7 Food Pantry   10am-12 
8/10 Lay Academy  8am-4pm 
8/12 Bible Basics  6:30pm 
8/13 Prayer Team  10am 
 Revelation Study 11am & 6:30pm 
 Emmaus Team 6pm 
 UM Men  6:30pm 
8/16 Food Pantry  5:30-7:30pm 
8/17 Lay Academy 8am-4pm 
8/19 Finance Meeting 7pm 
8/23 Movie Night  8:30pm 
8/26 Ecumenical Meet 6pm 
 Bible Basics  6:30pm 
8/27 Prayer Team  10am 
 Revelation Study 11am & 6:30pm 
 Church Council 6:30pm 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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