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THE MESSENGER 
 

 

 

 

What is the Church? 
Recently, Krista and I enjoyed a wonderful getaway to 
Canada.  We visited Rockport (just over the border), the 
Capital City of Ottawa and French-speaking Montreal in 
Quebec.  Along the way we saw and visited several beautiful 
church buildings. In Rockport, 
we saw St. Brendan's, a quaint, 
little white church perched on 
rocks over the water. In Ottawa, 
we visited Notre Dame Basilica 
with its stainless steel spires and 
in Montreal we watched the light 
show, Aura, in Montreal’s Notre 
Dame Basilica. Each one of them beautiful buildings, stunning 
architecture, sacred spaces of prayer and worship.  But the 
buildings are not the Church. 

Two weeks ago, we held a hymn sing 
during the traditional worship service and 
one of the songs requested was “We Are 
the Church”, #558, which includes the 
lyrics: “The church is not a building, the 
church is not a steeple, the church is not a 
resting place, the church is a people.” 
Scripture affirms this; the English word 
“church” is a translation of the Greek 

word ecclesia, which is defined as “an assembly” or “called-
out ones.”  

Christ is the head of the Church, as Paul describes in 
Ephesians 1:22-23 “And God placed all things under his 
feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the 
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
everything in every way.” As head, it is Jesus who directs 
what we are to do.  As we look at what Jesus teaches his 
disciples and the commission he left us at 
his ascension, it is clear that we are to 
serve the poor, love our neighbors, love 
God, and “go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 
I have commanded you” Matt. 28:19-20. 

When we stick to the mission and follow the Way of Christ, 
there is life, fullness and vibrancy.  Let us keep our eyes on 

AROUND THE Church 

Great time of 
fellowship 
following our 
Combined 
Service. 

Men’s 
Camping 

Trip to 
Catoctin 

Mountain. 

ASP team 
taking a rest 
from their 
hard work. 

CUMC VBS was a great success! 

Christ, strengthen the bonds of 
fellowship and fulfill the mission set 
before us. 

by Pastor Chris Pettit 
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Dear Church, 

A few updates to share…. Our Monday morning Corsica 
Hills Bible Study is going really well! We have an average 
of about 15-20 residents join us along with some of our 
church members. Please consider dropping by one 
Monday morning if you are able. We meet every Monday 
in the dining room area from 10:30-11:15 a.m. We have 
some great discussions of faith, and it is blessing to get to 
know the residents. They are truly amazing individuals! 

Our Great Debates Bible study has taken a summer hiatus 
and will resume after Labor Day. Consider joining that 

study if you’d like! We discuss many of the “deep” 
theological issues and broaden our own perspectives of 
faith. Each time we meet we discuss a completely different 
topic, so if you want to join us come September you won’t 
be behind at all. We meet every other Monday evening at 
6:30 p.m.  

Finally, our Bible Basics study is still going strong and we 
are almost half way through! We have a group of faithful 
participants who have broadened their Biblical knowledge 
and hopefully strengthened their faith in the process. If 
you’d like to join, you are more than welcome.  We begin 
with the New Testament at the end of August, so that 
might be a good starting point. 

Remember, draw near to God and God will draw near to 
you! (James 4:8) If you are interested in any of these 
opportunities please let me know and I would be happy to 
share more. 

Blessings ~ Pastor Robyn 

 Why Do Bad Things Happen to Good 
People? It’s the Wrong Question.   
by J.D. Walt (reprinted from Seedbed.com, July 1, 2019) 
Read: Acts 5:17-26 
QUESTION: “If God is for us, who can be against us?” Romans 
8:31 
ANSWER: A lot of people, powers, principalities, and pain can 
come against us. 
QUESTION: Will the opposition ultimately win? 
ANSWER: Not a chance! 
QUESTION: Can they inflict unbearable pain on us in the 
meantime? 
ANSWER: You better believe it. 
As things heat up in J-Town we are going to start seeing some 
bad things happen to good people. The outcomes will vary. In 
this particular instance, it miraculously worked out for the 
Apostles as an angel sprang them from jail. As we turn the 
page into chapter six we will witness our first martyr. 
But notice as we go along that no one seems to be asking the 
perennial question of our time, “Why do bad things happen to 
good people?” Do you know why the Bible does not answer the 
question, “Why do bad things happen to good people?” 
Because the Bible is simply not asking that question. Nor were 
the early Christians asking this question. The early Christians 
were not philosophizing about sin, death, and evil. They were 
fighting it with everything they had. At times an angel would 
spring them out of jail at midnight. At other times they would 
take rocks to the face until the bitter end. 

The gospel promises that we will win the war, but it almost 
guarantees we will lose quite a few battles along the way. The 
true sign of prosperity is not success in all things, it is 
endurance despite all things. We are not talking about a “grit 
your teeth and grind it out” endurance born of human effort. 
Where the Holy Spirit is involved, it looks like joyfully horrific 
perseverance. 

Fast forward to the present day. At times the enemy will look 
like Islamic Jihadists in a peaceful marketplace. At other times 
the enemy will take on the form of stage three cancer for an 18 
year old. Sometimes the chemotherapy fails and cancer wins 
the battle. And still at other times, the suicide vest will fail 
to detonate, and the believers will live to see another day. 

The gospel does not guarantee a get out of jail free card, 
though at times, as a bonus of encouragement for believers, it 
will miraculously happen. We can rejoice when it does, but we 
must remember, the mission is not contingent on the miracle. 
After all, where does the angel send the Apostles after 
delivering them? Yes, right back into the fray, where they will be 
arrested again. 

If the suffering of Christians is designed to convey any 
particular message, it is this: Holy Love takes the long view. 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:37-39) 

 

https://seedbed.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02db73c05fa1c7c5736358be4&id=2632bc19d0&e=b7f2136a02
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Deaf Camp Signs and Wonders 
Invites you to join us for 

Dinner and Bible Drama 
On Weds, July 3, 2019 at 5:30 pm 

At Camp Pecometh - Riverview Retreat Center 

401 Jack Elliot Way, Centreville, MD 21617 

A love offering will be available 

This camp is a program of Pen-Del Deaf Ministries 
and provides a week of Christian fun and 
fellowship for Deaf adults with additional 

disabilities who live in group homes. For some this 
is the only week of the year when they have 

communication and can interact with other Deaf 
people.  Please join us. They love to have a 

friendly audience to share the evening with them. 

Please RSVP by Friday, June 28 with number 
attending. 

Contact Carol Stevens at 
carolstevens100@hotmail.com 

Thank You! 

The family of David Clark would like to extend their 
utmost gratitude to our church family for all the cards, 

phone calls, food & prayers during David’s passing. Our 
church family is awesome. 

Thank You, 

June Clark & Family 

 

Interested in attending the CUMC trip to see 
the Sight & Sound production of "Miracle 
of Christmas" on November 9th?  The price 
is $130 and includes your ticket, transportation, 
and dinner at Shady Maple.   

The time has come for commitments. We have 
held a group of tickets with a small deposit, but 
now is the time for us to purchase the tickets - 
this will help ensure that we are all seated 
together.  If you are still interested in attending, 
please pay the $130 cost ASAP.  You can make 
the check out to Centreville UMC and write 
"Bus Trip" in the memo line.  Make sure you 
attach a note letting us know the # of tickets, 
who the tickets are for and how to contact 
you.  You may drop off the check in the church 
office during business hours or in the offering 
plate on Sunday (make sure it is in a separate 
envelope with clear instructions).  If this is a 
hardship and you need to spread out the payment, 
please pay half on July 3rd and the second half by 
July 24th. 

Any questions, please contact Brian Barnes at 
410-253-0785. 
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APPALACHIA SERVICE PROJECT 
ASP brings thousands of volunteers from around the country to 

rural Central Appalachia to repair homes for low-income 
families. 

For 48 years, ASP teams made homes warmer, safer, and drier 
for families and provided transformational service experiences 
for volunteers. Last year, 16,231 volunteers served with ASP, 
providing critical repairs for 493 families and constructing 26 

new homes. 

A team from Centreville UMC recently travelled to Breathitt 
County, Kentucky to serve with the Appalachia Service Project.  

Patty Muller was the team leader and her team consisted of 
Morgan Armstrong, Kate Tolson, Ryan Muller, Owen Crane, 

Bradley Forsyth, Shadaira Johnson, Grace Sutherland, Maddie 
Johnson, Vincent Clark, Chuck Stokes, Ruth Ann Walls, Ann 
Harlan, Will Covington, Beth Covington, Sarah Covington, 

Angie Latham, Ethan Sutherland, Debra Turk and Rick Crane. 

Administrative 
Chairpersons 

Administrative Council: 
Gretchen Cheezum 

 
Staff Parish Relations: 

Jen Nowak 
 

Trustees: 
Henry Covington Jr. 

 
Finance: 

Todd Turner 
 

Lay Leader: 
Dale Becraft 

 

Chris Pettit 
Senior Pastor 

cpettit@centreville-umc.com 

Robyn Brown 
Associate Pastor 

rbrown@centreville-umc.com 

CLERGY 

Rudy Draper 
Pastor of Youth & Young Adults 

rdraper@centreville-umc.com 

Newsletter Ideas & Article Submissions should be sent to Doug 
Witt, Newsletter Editor at dwitt@centreville-umc.com. Church Email 

office@centerville-umc.org 
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Mission & Outreach 

By Larisa Thomas  

410-758-2144 (home) 240-994-5042 (cell) 

CUMC Volunteer Day for  
Habitat for Humanity in Centreville  

Saturday July 20 

CUMC will have a build day for Habitat for 
Humanity here in Centreville located at 314 
Little Kidwell Avenue! How exciting for a 
chance to help a neighbor. It would be great to 
see everyone come out once and work. No prior 
skill is needed, but we love those already handy. 
Sign up sheet will be on the Welcome Table. We 
need 6 volunteers for that day, starting at 9 AM, 
but if you can’t do that day, show up for another 
Friday or Saturday to help. 

Donations needed for CUMC  
Food Bank: 

Thank you to all the people who donate food to 
our pantry! Our needs: canned meat, peanut 
butter, laundry detergent, and cereals. 
We still do have enough vegetables 
and beans though 

Still Searching for Construction 
Lead for North Carolina 

Hurricane Rebuild 

Looking for Individual or 
Family to Head UMCOR 
Hygiene Items Collection 

Camp Letter from Pastor Rudy: 

“We are at Lake Champion in Glen Spey, NY 
with 11 guys and 14 girls from QACHS and 
KIHS. This picture is some of the kids before 
the "County Fair," where kids will get the 
chance to pie their leaders, dunk their leaders, 
or drop water balloons on their leaders heads! 
Before that though, kids will go to club and 
hear the Gospel shared in a way they 
understand. Kids will have the opportunity this 
week to begin a relationship with a Jesus and 
go “from death to life.”” 

 HOPE ROCKS! 

Look for Painted Hope Rocks around Queen Anne’s 
county and post a photo to Haven Ministries Facebook 
page using  #FoundHope.  
Then... Bring to Hope Warehouse for a prize! 
 
Hope Warehouse is located at  
6527 Friels Road, Queenstown, MD 21658 
It’s the Pink & White dome-shaped building off of Rte. 
301 near the Queenstown Outlets. Open Thursdays, 
Fridays, and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
https://haven-ministries.org/how-haven-helps/hope-
warehouse/ 
#HopeRocks 
#FindHope 
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Do you tant? We are looking for 
soloists, small groups, or ensembles to 
provide special music throughout the 
summer. You can play a favorite piece 
or we can help you select something. 
All ages and abilities are welcome! If 
you would be willing to provide music 
during the summer, please contact Jodi 
Bortz at jbortz@centreville-umc.com or 
call 410-849-9862. 

Summer Music 

Do you have musical talent? We are 
looking for soloists, small groups, or 
ensembles to provide special music 
throughout the summer. You can 

play a favorite piece or we can help 
you select something. All ages and 
abilities are welcome! If you would 
be willing to provide music during 

the summer, please contact Jodi 
Bortz at jbortz@centreville-umc.com 

or call 410-849-9862. 

 

VBS 
FUN! 

Thanks to all the volunteers, those of you who donated snacks and 
supplies, our youth helpers, and our prayer partners!  Over 60 

children enjoyed a week of fun, snacks, songs, outdoor games, Bible 
stories and experienced the love of Jesus.  Seeds of faith were planted!  

Special Thanks for our VBS Coordinator, Jodi Bortz! 
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Kingdom Ministries 
Dale Becraft, Leader 

One World, One Mission 

Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age." Matthew 28:18-20 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witnesses, in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8 

The Great Commission is seen in Matthew 28:18-20, and was  given by Jesus to His disciples just 
before His ascension to His seat in glory. This commission was given to His disciples in order to 

reach the world with the Gospel of the Kingdom of God. It is just as true for us today as it was for 
the first group that heard it. Think of it as marching orders from the commander to his army. Yes, 

Church, we are at war. This is not peacetime! The enemy is Satan and his demonic hordes. 
(Ephesians 6:12) Our weapons are not the weapons of the world but are divine. (2 Corinthians 10:3-

5) Our field general is the Holy Spirit. (Acts 1:8) The fronts of our battle are here, there, and 
everywhere. There are several observations that I want to point out from Matthew 28:18-20 and 

Acts 1:8. First, we have an obligation to make disciples on all three fronts. Here, at home, we must 
share Jesus with those in our own community. There, we must be witnesses to people who are near 

us but are culturally different and a little farther from home. The mission field begins at our 
doorstep but does not end there. Everywhere, we are to go and make disciples of all nations. When 
we do this, we win people for Jesus and then we train them to do the same. The second observation 
is this, a disciple is not the same thing as a convert to a church or a denomination. A disciple is an 

apprentice of a Master. A disciple listens to every word spoken by the Master so that he may 
proclaim the same thing. A disciple watches everything the Master does so that he might 

demonstrate the same works. As a disciple of Jesus, it is my privilege and responsibility to proclaim 
His words and to do His works, here, there, and everywhere and to train others to do the same. The 
Holy Spirit will empower you and lead you into battle. It is the love of God for lost humanity that 

compels us to fulfill this commission. It is our love for God that enables us to fulfill this 
commission. It is the Holy Spirit that empowers us to fulfill this commission. If we are to be a 

disciple of Jesus, we must carry out His marching orders. To do otherwise is dereliction of duty! 
Yet this is a duty borne out of love for Jesus, our Commander in Chief! So, in closing I pray that 

you will receive your marching orders and go here, there, and everywhere! 

 Current Opportunities with Spirit of Elijah 

The Healing Room 
An opportunity to receive focused, hands on healing from the prayer team. This is open at any time to 

anyone by appointment. Contact Dale Becraft at dale.becraft@gmail.com. 
Intercessory Prayer 

Tuesdays at 10:00 A.M. (Focused on the specific needs of the CUMC church community 
Wednesdays at 7:00 P.M. (Spirit led, and Kingdom focused) 

mailto:dale.becraft@gmail.com
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Centreville United Methodist church 

608 Church Hill Rd. 
Centreville, Maryland 21617 

Centreville United Methodist Church       Love God. Love People. www.centreville-umc.com 

Sunday Worship:   8:40am Contemporary   11am Traditional    5:30 The Sower (Small Group followed by Worship)  

July At-A-Glance 
www.centreville-umc.com 

 
July 1, 6:30pm  Bible Basics 
July 2, 11am/6:30pm  Revelation Study  
July 3, 10am    Food Pantry 
July 3, 7pm   Kingdom Prayer Meeting 
July 4    Church Closed for Fourth of July 
July 8, 6:30pm   Revelation Study 
July 9, 5:30pm     SPRC 
July 15, 6:30pm    Bible Basics 
July 16, 11am/6:30pm  Revelation Study 
July 19, 5:30pm   Food Pantry 
July 23, 11am/6:30pm  Revelation Study 
July 26, 8:30pm  Movie Night 
July 29, Noon  Blood Bank 
July 29, 6:30pm  Bible Basics 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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