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THE MESSENGER 
Refining the Vision 

 

 

AROUND THE Church 

Volunteers hard at work 
preparing for the UM Men 

Chicken Dinner 

Lynda Palmatary ready 
for the bake sale 

Confirmands weekend 

Over the past two years, through various meetings and 
discussions with leaders within the church and through 
what I sensed God was calling us to pursue, a vision was 
cast of Centreville UMC becoming a center of discipleship.  
This would be accomplished as we developed a Pathway 
of Discipleship – a clear path to help us spiritually 
advance along this journey of faith.  
 
But as many of you know, this past year has, at times, 
been difficult and contentious.  The enemy must not like 
the idea of a center of discipleship, because he has gone to 
great lengths to distract us.  And yet, discipleship 
continues to move forward through many of our 
ministries. I believe the time has come for us to double 
down and refine our vision.  We serve victorious God, not 
an already defeated enemy.  
 
A quick survey of our mission field shows two populations 
in Centreville – the “churched” and the “unchurched”.  The 
“churched” are those of us who grew up in the church. 
Some have attended church their whole lives; others may 
have left for awhile, but have returned.  If you are the 
“churched”, you know the pattern of worship, you’ve 
memorized the Lord’s Prayer by heart, and you are 
familiar with biblical concepts and teachings.  Sure, there 
are some newcomers to the “churched” folks, but for the 
most part, the “churched” have always had a Judeo-
Christian foundation.   
 
Then there is the “unchurched” – which make up a 
growing portion of our local population.  They would 
likely never think about stepping foot into our building– 
unless attending a wedding or funeral.  They did not go to 
Sunday School and they do not speak the Christian 
vocabulary. It’s not that they don’t consider themselves 
spiritual, many in fact do, but they are not interested in 
“organized religion” and typically view the Church as 
judgmental. Yet many admire the life and teachings of 

continued next page 
Congrats Gina & Terry Ward! 
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Jesus (at least what they have 
heard of him). 
 
Two different populations 
requiring two different 
strategies if we are to witness 
effectively and live out our 
mission.   The “churched” need 
to have discipleship programs, 
Bible studies, outreach 
opportunities, and to be part of 
a tight-knit family that love one 
another. The “unchurched” need 
a whole different approach than 
what we are accustomed to 
offering.  I believe we need to 
spend some time fleshing this 
one out – but I know God has 
gifted us with enough creative, 
experimental types to give it a 
go.  And we don’t have to start 
from scratch!  There are 
resources like 
freshexpressionsus.org that 
have some really good, proven 
ideas.  If you feel like 
investigating, check out “Dinner 
Church” - this is one I hope we 
can generate interest in as a 
congregation.  
 
God has big plans for Centreville 
UMC.  The Psalmist says, 
“weeping may stay for the night, 
but rejoicing comes in the 
morning.” Are we ready for the 
new day? Let’s join in on what 
God is doing. 

Pastor Chris Pettit 

 

Refining the Vision… 

 

 
   

  

   
 
 
     
               
   

Thank you so very much for all 
your help with the Haven 
Ministries Homeless Shelter! 

CUMC has signed up again for 
several nonconsecutive weeks to 
serve the shelter.  The dates are 
Dec. 2-5, Jan. 2-5, Feb. 14-18, and 
Mar 8-12.   

There is a fellowship time of 6pm 
– midnight.  We are looking for a 
minimum of 2 volunteers per 
night (one must be female).  This 
is a time to hang out with the 
guests, eat dinner with the guests, 
and have good wholesome 
fellowship time.  Dinner helpers 
are also needed from 6-8 pm to 
cook, serve, and clean up dinner 
at the shelter.  The number of 
guests average about 10…but we 
update kitchen folks so they are 
prepared with enough to eat.  You 
can invite friends, family, church 
groups, youth groups, etc. to 
serve with you.   

Signups are available now on 
Signup Genius:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/70a0c4baead29abfa7-shelter1 
or you can contact Larisa at  
larisa97thomas@atlanticbb.net or 
Krista at krista@haven-
ministries.com 

 

The 3rd graders will 
be presented with 

their bibles on 
Sunday, November 

17th during the 
8:40 a.m. service.  
Please come and 

support the Sunday 
School program. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4baead29abfa7-shelter1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4baead29abfa7-shelter1
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Administrative 
Chairpersons 

Administrative Council: 
Gretchen Cheezum 

 
Staff Parish Relations: 

Jen Nowak 
 

Trustees: 
Henry Covington Jr. 

 
Finance: 

Todd Turner 
 

Lay Leader: 
Dale Becraft 

 
 

Chris Pettit 
Senior Pastor 

cpettit@centreville-umc.com 

Robyn Brown 
Associate Pastor 

rbrown@centreville-umc.com 

CLERGY 

Rudy Draper 
Pastor of Youth & Young Adults 

rdraper@centreville-umc.com 

Newsletter Ideas & Article Submissions should be sent to Doug 
Witt, Newsletter Editor at dwitt@centreville-umc.com. 

Church Email 
office@centreville-umc.com 

ATTENTION ALL LADIES OF THE CHURCH! 

The Methodist Women will be having their annual Christmas 
Luncheon/Party on Tuesday, December 3, 2019 at noon at 
Fisherman’s Inn Restaurant.  They will be offering four items 
on their menu this year and separate checks will be given.  
We have asked for the awesome waitress we had last year to 
wait on us!  The menu options are: 

     Crab Cake Luncheon Platter    Chicken Chesapeake 

     Grilled Chicken Caesar Salad    Shrimp Salad 

You will be able to order soup and dessert if you care to do 
so.  If you want to be part of the Santa Gift Exchange, please 
bring a $10.00 gift to join in the fun.  Feel free to ask a friend, 
neighbor, relative, etc. to join us.  We always have a great 
time with many laughs and stories. 

Your reservations MUST be made with Lynda Palmatary by 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH.  Please call Lynda at 410-
490-0878 to make your reservation.  No late reservations will 
be accepted, as the restaurant has to prepare for us.  If you 
care to meet at the church and ride together, please plan on 
being at the church no later than 11:30 and you can carpool. 

Any questions regarding our Christmas Party, please contact 
Lynda at the above number.  Last year we had a great crowd.  
Let’s do it again on December 3rd.  Hope to see you there! 

 

Coat Drive - A Success! 

On Saturday, October 12, Centreville United Methodist Church, 
warmed bodies and hearts of local families   Your generous 
donations of gently worn and brand new coats and jackets, were 
given to those less fortunate in our community.  There were many 
thankful recipients that day!  Jesus said, whatever is done for the 
least of “these brothers of mine, you did for me.”  May we 
continue to show God’s love and serve anyone we can. 

Annual Charge Conference 
Tuesday, November 5th at 6 pm  

Come worship and be informed! 
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         Decorating the Church     

Wanted:  Church Christmas Decorators 

Would you like to start the Christmas 
season off right?  Then join us for fun 
and fellowship at church!! 

You are invited to help decorate the 
church for Christmas on, Saturday, Nov 
30 at 9:00 AM.  Please call Beth 
Covington at 410-758-2247 for more 
info. 

 

When you think about the people in our church 
caring for one another, what comes to mind?   

The Congregational Care team wants your input!  
How can we lift one another up in tough times and 
celebrate with each other in good times?  In a few 
weeks you will receive a brief survey about what 
“congregational care” means to you.   

Please take a minute or two and provide feedback so 
we can work on providing care to one another in the 
best way possible.  Be on the lookout for the survey.   

Thank you! 

From the Congregational 
Care Team 

Praise God for one year of our weekly Bible Study at Corsica Hills Nursing 
home! 
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Outreach:  
Reaching out into our Community to make a difference  
By Larisa Thomas h410-758-2144/c240-994-5042 

Upcoming Outreach Opportunities for Our Congregation:  
Oct 28  Turkey Tags Available 
Nov. 2 7:45 AM Make A Difference Day Volunteering 
Nov 12 6:30 PM Outreach Meeting…bring a friend 
Nov 17  Shoeboxes Due at Church 
Nov 23  Help us Deliver Turkey Tag Meals 
Nov 26 4:15 PM-11 Operation Shoebox Warehouse Workday 
Dec 2-5 6 PM-12 Shelter Volunteering 
Dec 7 7:30 AM Urban Promise Volunteering 

 

Feed A Family Turkey Tags (Providing Thanksgiving Meals) 
We are gearing up for the Community Thanksgiving Food Giveaway! We 
will have Turkey Tags for you to donate Thanksgiving meals, each 
representing one family. You purchase items to make a non-perishable 
dinner with a frozen turkey and deliver to the drop off site at Kent 
Narrows for the family you took a Turkey Tag for. Volunteers are also 
needed to help check the boxes and then to help on delivery day. Look for 
tags in the Narthex. 

Shelter Staffing This Winter 
It is again time for us to focus on the QAC Homeless Shelter, Our Haven, 
which is run out of Kent Island UMC. CUMC’s dates to help out are Dec. 2-
5, Jan. 2-5, Feb. 14-18, and March 8-12. We need 2 volunteers for the 
6PM to midnight shift for each night (one must be female). The main part 
of this job is just hanging out and is a great time to catch up on your 
reading, or you can jump in on a game of Mexican Train Dominoes with 
the guests.  
Dinner is provided by a member of our church, who will cook and serve a 
meal for 10 to 20 people staying at the shelter. It does not have to fancy; 
in fact, plain home cooking is great! Some past dinners included chili, 
soup, spaghetti, hot dogs, and casseroles, whatever you feel like cooking. 
Feel free to bring a few family members or friends to help serve (although 
we need to limit it to 6-7 at most, so we don’t intimidate the guests). All 
youth volunteers under 18 years of age must stay with an adult at all 
times and leave the shelter by 8 PM.  

Signups will be done through a link on our CUMC website under ‘Serve’ 
tab via SignUp Genius. If you need help registering, call Larisa and she will 
gladly do it for you.  

. 
 

Trip to Christmas Shoebox 
Warehouse – Seeking Volunteers 
Nov. 26 to help check all the incoming 
Christmas Shoeboxes. We will meet at 
the church at 4 PM, carpool to the 
warehouse in Columbia, and return 
after 11 PM. Last year, it was amazing 
to see all the volunteers from as far 
away as New York State helping to 
process part of the 900,000 shoeboxes 
that went through our warehouse. We 
are still looking for 3 more to join our 
team. 
 
Urban Promise Work Day, any skill 
or age, December 7th  
CUMC is heading on a mission work 
day in Wilmington, Delaware on 
Saturday December 7th. We will be 
attending a PowerUp Workday at the 
Urban Promise there. We will leave 
the church at 7:30 AM and return 
around 3:00 PM. Any skill level or age 
is invited to attend. Teams generally 
divide up to tackle various projects – 
anything from weeding the garden to 
stuffing envelopes for next month’s 
newsletter or cleaning the School / 
Office. After working we eat our 
bagged lunches and listen to the 
amazing testimonies of the youths 
whose lives have been drastically 
changed. A signup sheet will be 
available or ask Larisa Thomas (410-
758-2144) for more information. You 
can also check out their website at 
http://urbanpromise.org/get-
involved/powerup-work-days.  

http://urbanpromise.org/get-involved/powerup-work-days
http://urbanpromise.org/get-involved/powerup-work-days
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Operation Christmas Child Shoebox  
Blessing of the Boxes, Sunday, Nov. 17th 

 

Training showed how each filled shoebox fits 
perfectly in a carton.  

At the collection site, they are counted and 
placed in cartons to be delivered to 
Processing Centers. 

Cartons are delivered to Processing Centers 
where each box is quality checked, 
processed, and placed in cartons to go on 
their way. 

 

 

 

How it works: 

• Take an empty shoebox from the 
Church lobby. 

• Fill it with gifts (Do not overfill!).  
School supplies, Hygiene items, 
socks, hats make great gifts. 

• Place $9 in the Shoebox to cover 
shipping costs 

• You can use a rubber band – but do 
not tape the box shut. 

• Drop the box off at the church by 
November 17th 

• Bring a smile and the love of Christ to 
a child! 

Do Not Include 

Candy; toothpaste; gum; used or damaged 

items; 

war-related items such as toy guns, knives, 

or military figures; chocolate or food; seeds; 

fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes 

(powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions; 

medications or vitamins; breakable items 

such as snow globes or glass containers; 

aerosol cans. 

 

If you would like to bring in individual items, 

a collection box will be at church where you 

can place individual items.  We will use these 

items to pack boxes. 
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Spirit of Elijah Kingdom Ministry 
By Dale Becraft 

To say that we at CUMC have gone through quite a time of shaking and transition would be an 
understatement.  To look at things through a natural lens only would paint a dark picture.  But I would 
suggest that if we push back from the immediate circumstances and look at the big picture, we will 
find that God was not caught by surprise and in fact is busy building His church for the greatest 
harvest of souls the church has ever seen. So, what should our focus be in this season of time? Let 
me share several things that I believe God is saying to the church. 

First, the emphasis must shift from building the church to building the Kingdom. 
We are told by the Lord to seek first the Kingdom of God. CUMC, as a church, is certainly a part of 
the Kingdom of God, but it is not the entirety of the Kingdom. We must put our focus clearly on 
building the Kingdom and allow God to build the church. We must put petty differences aside and 
start to look at the bigger picture. When we seek first the Kingdom of God, everything else will be 
added to us as well. 

Secondly, when we gather, there must be an emphasis on the Presence and ministry of the Holy 
Spirit. 
I believe that the next great move of God is on the horizon. I believe that this will be a move of 
God’s Presence. We need to ask for and expect God to manifest Himself in our meetings and 
worship services. We must yearn for him intently to come as we worship, honor and adore Him. 
We must place God’s Presence of preeminent importance. When God comes so does His healing, 
deliverance, provision and everything else we need. But we must begin to seek the Healer more 
than the healing. We must seek the Great Deliverer more than the deliverance. We must seek the 
Provider more than the provision. We must seek His face! We must want Him so badly that we 
refuse to go anywhere that His Presence doesn’t go with us!  Our prayer must be. “here I wait 
expectantly for you!” 
 
Finally, pray without ceasing and listen intently. 
In the next season, our rules are simple. Everything must be born out of prayer. When we are 
listening for God’s answer, if we don’t hear a sound, we don’t make a sound. But when we have 
heard, we can not refuse to adjust to what we have heard. Immediate obedience to the voice of 
God!  
 
Spirit of Elijah Opportunities 

Tuesdays -10:00 A.M.  Intercession focused on the needs of the CUMC church family. 

Wednesdays- 7:00 P.M. – Spiritual Warfare over world, national and local conditions as led by the 
Holy Spirit. 

On demand – Healing Room – Focused prayer for healing with the Prayer Team. By appointment. 
For appointment or information email dale.becraft@gmail.com.   

 

 

 

mailto:dale.becraft@gmail.com
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CORSICA HILLS SCHEDULE FOR 2019-2020 

 
Nov. 10 – Chancel Choir (Jodi Bortz) 
Dec. 9 – UM Men (Brian Barnes) 
Jan. 12 – Janie & Tom Nickle 
Feb. 9 – Methodist Women (Phyllis Hoffman) 
Mar. 8 – Adult SS Class (Barry Ebersole) 
Apr. 12 – OPEN 
May 10 – Outreach Team (Larisa Thomas) 
Jun-Aug - OPEN  

Centreville United Methodist church 

608 Church Hill Rd. 
Centreville, Maryland 21617 

Centreville United Methodist Church       Love God. Love People.        www.centreville-umc.com 

Sunday Worship:   8:40am Contemporary   11am Traditional    5:30 The Sower (Small Group followed by Worship)  

November At-A-Glance 
www.centreville-umc.com 

11/04  Bible Basics   6:30 PM 
  Trustee Mtg.   6:30 PM 
11/05  Prayer Team   10 AM 
  Charge Conference  6:00 PM 
11/06  Food Pantry   10 – 12 
11/11  Blood Bank    NOON 
  Great Debates  6:30 PM 
11/12  Prayer Team   10 AM 
  SPRC    5:30 PM 
  Outreach Meeting  6:30 PM 
11/13  Beauty for Ashes  6:30 PM 
11/18  Bible Basics   6:30 PM 
  Finance   7:00 PM 
11/19  Prayer Team   10 AM 
11/25  Great Debates  6:30 PM 
11/26  Prayer Team   10 AM 
  Admin Council  6:30 PM 
11/28  HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Thanks to all who have participated with the 
Corsica Hills Services.  We need volunteers 
for April, June, July, and August.  Please 
contact Janie Nickle at 804-347-5234 or 
Emily Parry at 410-490-4963 if you are 
available to fill in on of these months.    
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